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ABSTRACT 


Inquiry into the BiAelec arent family in Canada indicated a 
great lack of information on the neta sneueied single-parent family. 
Therefore, the purpose of this exploratory study was to investigate 
how the Binslecsarent father provides for the child-care tasks tra- 
ditionally performed by the mother in fica abent families. Of 
special interest are tasks of child supervision, meal preparation 
and the purchase and care of clothing. 

Systems theory was used as a conceptual framework for the 
study. This framework lends itself to viewing the reorganization of 
the family system when the family becomes a +8 yee Lamily eu, in 
order for the saapriee san cht family to achieve re-equilibrium, the 
tasks must be reassigned to members within the family system, to a 
sources outside, or they may be discontinued. The concepts inherent 
in systems theory illustrate how the process of re-equilibrium occurs. 

A sample of twenty-two fathers was obtained from the 
Edmonton area. Two of the fathers were used to pre-test the inter- 
view schedule, which left a study sample of twenty fathers. All 
fathers were Sine) sfoanents for a minimum of three months, and had 
primary responsibility for the physical care of the children living 
with them. 

Descriptive data was collected in a taped interview, using 
an open-ended question interview schedule. As well, the fathers 


completed a short questionnaire on demographic information. 
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Categories were created for all responses, and the most fre- 
quently occurring responses were reported in the findings. A Chi- 
square analysis was done to test for independence between certain 
variables. Some relationships proved to be significant. 

The major findings of the study were that the fathers 
assumed the majority of the tasks himself, and there was evidence of 
the fathers coping with role overload. The children's roles in this: 
study were not expanded to assume a greater share of the tasks. poe 
quarter of the fathers had only some of the children from the original 
family. The accomplishment of affective tasks in the area of child- 


care was a more salient concern to the fathers than the accomplishment 


of instrumental tasks. 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


In recent years there has been an increasing interest in the 
area of "sex roles*. This interest has been stimulated mainly by the 
Women's Liberation Movement, the Gay Liberation Movement, and more 
recently, the Male Liberation Movement. As a result of these movements 
men and women are examining their own roles and status in society. 
Often they are forced to eerie their roles as charges in the roles 
of others have implications for their roles (Olstad, 1975; Sawyer, 1976). 

As well, our Pndeareeeye experiencing a rise in interest in 
the body, feelings and emotions (Balswick and Peek, 1975). With the 
developing concern for expressiveness, affective responses are now 
more appropriate for both men and women. The traditionally learned 
gender responses with respect to emotionality vs a peertae ae tenes 
are rapidly changing. 

In particular, the traditional expectations of behavior for 
men have generally been questioned, but now some of the assumptions of 
the male role are being scrutinized. Some men are beginning to ease 
tion the values society has stereotyped as male values. As well, they 
are beginning to show their "softer" emotions in public. This trend 
has been facilitated by the Male Liberation Movement. Their belief is 
that one can be male, even if he does not conform to all the tradi- 


tional role demands (Farrell, 1976; Nichol, 1975; Sawyer, 1976). 
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A further trend has been the drastic increase in the number 
of single-parent families due to marriage breakdown. In the past, the 
single-parent family was almost exclusively headed by a mother (George 
and Wilding, 1972). However, due to the influence of the two previously 
mentioned movements, there has been a change in this pattern as well. 

An aT atten of these trends has been an increasing number 
of Pere eeaes single-parent families. Women are opting for careers 
or different lives instead of caring for their children. As well, 
they are realizing that their husbands may have an equal or greater 
ability to parent than they have. Men are increasingly aware of their 
potential and ability to nurture, and are desiring and demanding the 
right to raise ee: children as sole parents if necessary. 

ee _ This thesis is an exploratory study of how single-parent 
fathers provide for the Bh eta tasks traditionally performed by 
the mother, expecially in the area of child-supervision, meal Sena 


tion, and purchase and care of clothing. 


JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY 


Traditionally in North America we have assumed an ideal 
family model consisting of a parent-team of a mother and a father 
(Ee Masters, 1970). Included in this idea is that both parents act 
as partners in fulfilling parental functions. The fact of the matter 
is that in a significant number of cases, this assumption is inaccurate. 
In 1971, the Canadian census indicated that 9.4% of all Canadian 
families were headed by one parent. Of all one-parent families in 
Canada, 20% are single-parent fathers (Schlesinger, 1975). 


Recently some research studies in Canada have been done on 
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Single-parent families (Guyatt, 1971; Canadian Council on Social 
Development, 1971). These studies dealt primarily with the needs and 
problems of Lanett phate family heads, as well as the organizations 
and community services available to meet their needs when the roles and 
functions of the other parent are not present. However, only a small 
part of their sample wes composed of male Bisel a narind family heads, 
so we have few insights into the particular needs and problems of 
people in motherless families. 

lat Many researchers have noted the absence of research done on 
Peter absent families (Ferri, 1973; George and Wilding, 1972; Guyatt, 
1971; Le Masters, 1970; Murch, 1973, Tobres, 1975). In her Canadian 
study on aS nce families, Guyatt, on noting the lack of ee 
mation on eae. fathers, suggested *. . . it would seem likely 
they would have specific needs. How they are being met is not known! 
(Guyatt, 197131). As well, Rubin Tobres, (1975:9) in a study of 72 
motherless families in the metro Toronto area, concluded that *"... 
the specific problems of motherless families must be identified with 
greater precision .. .! 

As the incidence of mother-absence does appear to be heen 
ing, we must know what the needs and problems of motherless families 
are. If the needs and problems are different than the mother-headed 
eteieeparcne family on which most research to date has focused, it 
is important to know what these differences are in order to plan and 
provide support facilities for this segment of society. As well, the 
information obtained from a study such as this can be used to expand 
or adapt existing facilities to meet their needs more fully. 


Of all the problems of people in mother-absent families, 
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those associated with child-care would seem to be the most basic, the 
most salient. So, the particular focus of this thesis will be the 


study of child-care in male single-parent families. 


STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


In a two-parent family, certain roles and functions are per- 
formed by each parent. In the area of eyiiticcares these roles involve 
such tasks as child supervision, meal preparation and the care and 
buying of clothing for children. In the mer ewnendad coeaebrenern 
family, the functions and roles usually performed by the mother in 
these areas are no longer filled by her. The father must find Miter 
native means of accomplishing these Bila case tasks, in addition to 
his own. The research problem of this thesis is to find how ae 
parent fathers provide for the physical care of their children in the 


areas -f their children's supervision, meal preparation and clothing. 
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CHAPTER IT 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 


INTRODUCTION 


The following review of literature will deal with various 
aspects of the spteseeeit family and more specifically See aoe 
absent family. Various authors, have offered a definition of the 
sihgie parent family (Canadian Census, 1971; Krell, 1972: Parents 
Without Partners, 1968; Sprey, 1967). For the purpose of this thesis, 
the single-parent family will be defined as follows: 

« « - a family in which either the father of the 

mother has primary responsibility for bringing up 

the children with only occasional or no contact 

with the spouse. The single-parent family can be 

formed through death, divorce, or separation... 

This definition is useful for the focus of this thesis in that it 
recognizes that the fobne eapeant family “may have occasional contact 
with the mother, who may be a resource for the father in providing 
adequate care for the children in his care. 

In order to understand the implications of the research 
problem, a review of literature must include the following topics. 
First, discussion of traditional and current trends in parental roles 
will illustrate the changes that have occurred in parental roles and 


the implications it has for the single-parent family. 


Second, of relevance to the study are some aspects of the 
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effects on children living in a single-parent family, particularly a 
Pan aed Single-parent family. This literature indicates some of 
the problems the child may have in adjusting to the single-parent family 
situation as well as changes in the child's input in the areas of meal 
preparation, clothing and child supervision. 

Third, single parenthood involves additional financial costs 
to the family. What these costs are have great implications for the 
readjustment of both the Lhe beaded See family and the 
Pee aed Ree family. 

Fourth, a review of support services and informal resources 

-will indicate the alternatives the aor panenn father has in providing 
care for the children. In order to understand the process of eee ats 
ment of the Bea anak oe the review will deal with family 
disorganization, and role reorganization. 

Finally, systems theory is the conceptual framework that 
will be used to view the functioning of the Fates headed uivgte: 
parent family. Viewing the Sete pene family as a complex adaptive 
system will facilitate an understanding of how the motherless family 
adjusts to the loss of the mother's role in the area of child tas 
vision, meal preparation and the purchase and care of clothing. The 
following review of literature will cover the topics given above in 
the same sequence as they have been introduced. 

The existence of families without a mother is not a new 
phenomena in society (George and Wilding, 1972; Schlesinger, 1969, 
197h, 1975). In earlier times high maternal mortality rates meant 
that many families were without mothers. However, until recently, 


little notice has been given to the plight of the motherless (George 
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and Wilding, 1972). Previously, the extended family on either the 
father's or the mother's side absorbed motherless children. An excess 
of mariageable women were available who could be a substitute mother 
for young relatives. As well, middle class and wealthy fathers could 
hire maids and governesses to care for children. The harshness of the 
alternatives to care by an extended family resulted in the me ean 
helping with care of the motherless children (George sepia rates 1972). 
This tended to conceal the nature and the extent of the problems of 

the bape esis family. 

Today, due to the major changes in society, the events which 
result in motherless families have eatse dl as have the alternatives 
open to the Sete ay father. *While the numbers of families left 
motherless through the mother's death is smaller, the number left 
motherless as a result of divorce or separation seems to be on the 
increase" (George and Wilding, 1972:2). An implication of divorce is 
the awarding of custody of the children to either of the parents. 
Traditionally, the courts awarded custody of children to the mother, 
unless she could be proven an tunfit mother", This essentially meant 
she would have to be a prostitute or a drug addict. More recently 
there has been a trend for the courts to consider the best interests 
of the children and to evaluate both parents equally for custody. 

More and more frequently men are asking for the custody of their 
children and the courts are awarding it (George and Wilding, 1972; 
Krell, 1972; Newsweek, 1975). 

Recent social changes have made the care of motherless 

children more problematic for the father. Greater geographical Sonne 


ity results in families having fewer relatives near by. The increased 
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number of women with full-time and part-time jobs, as well as more 
frequent and earlier marriage, makes fewer female relatives available 
as a source of temporary or permanent help. In a study done on mother- 
absent families in Britain, George and Wilding (1972) found there was 
now less willingness on the part of the extended family to help, whereas 
in the past it was expected. The social changes mentioned previously 
would account for the increasing lack of willingness of the extended 
family to help today. In the past it was expected because there were 
few support agencies to help. 

The incidence of Been cneence is increasing. George and 
Wilding (1972) note the crucial factor in the creation of motherless 
families is the changed position of women in society. With increasing 
participation in the work force, women are less economically dependent 
on their husbands. Their aspirations and personal alternatives are 
greater than in the past. Thus, women may choose, as men have done in 
the past, a career over family, or to simply desert their families in 
order to achieve other goals. Thus it is likely that the occurence 


of the mother-absent family will increase. 


TRADITTONAL PARENTAL ROLES AND CURRENT TRENDS IN 
PARENTAL ROLES 


Much role reorganization and adaptation may be required in 
a Sieetsen: family to provide adequate care for children. To 
illustrate this point, a brief discussion will follow, on the meeeate 
tion of ees in Picts) as well as traditional and recent trends 


in parenting. 
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Historical development of sex roles s Sex-role differences 
have developed for various reasons throughout the history of mankind. 
Originally, role differences between males and females developed from 
physical differences relating to strength, menstruation and pregnancy 
(Steinmann and Fox, 1971). In recent centuries religious beliefs or- 
daining male superiority have been questioned by the development of 
the physical sciences (Steinmann and Fox, 197). The Industrial BeEe- 
lution and advancing technology took both men and women out of the 
home to work. As a result, previously clearly defined roles for all 
family members were blurred (Benson, 1968; Steinmann and Fox, 197h). 
More recently, the women's liberation movement and the sexual rereli 
tion has led to changes in women's roles in society. This in turn 
has led to changes in male roles and expectations of the male role 
(Sawyer, 1976; Steinmann and Fox, 197). Consequently, there has 
been a lessening of the distinctions between male and female roles 


in our society (Millet, 1971; Steinmann and Fox, 197). 


The father's role i The aspects of male role changes of 
relevance to the focus of this thesis are in the area of (1) male 
involvement in child rearing, (2) male involvement in household tasks, 
and to a lesser degree the (3) male acceptance of his involvement in 
these areas. It would be beyond the scope of this thesis to deal 
with other aspects of male seers changes in society. However, 
these aspects listed above will be dealt with succinctly in the 
following discussion. ! 

Although a family's division of labor may be complex, the 


traditional social expectation is that a father will supply the raw 
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materials for the family, while the mother will prepare them for the 
family's use. Thus many authors identify the father role as mainly 
that of provider and breadwinner (Benson, 1968; Bedell, VOT cmtetes. 
197k; Lasswell, 1973; Nye and Barardo, 1973). Relative to the care of 
children, he is traditionally the disciplinarian in the family (Benedek, 
1970; Chaftez, 1974; George and Wilding, 1972; Womble, 1966). Pre- 
viously, the "masculine mystique" has discouraged males from learning 
to relate to children in a compassionate, warm and open manner. In 
the past, men have generally related to children little in their ane 
fancy and are unable to deal with children on a deep emotional level 
(Chaftez, 1971). fe 3 , | 

The male's other roles within the family are frequently 
described as undefined, unclear or vestigal (Ackerman, 1958; Bell, 
1975; Le Masters, 1970; Nash, 19733 Winch, 1965). To date there has 
been little research done on the father's roles within the family 
(ia Masters, 1970; Nash, 1973). There are several reasons given for 
this lack of information on male family roles. Frequently the father 
is unavailable to researchers because he is at work, out of the home. 
As a result, the mothers' reports of fathering behavior are than accep- 
ted by researchers. Most often, however, enelaeresei ne has been equated 


with maternal parenting, with little involvement of the father. 


The mother's role : The mother is traditionally expected to 
care for and perform the major child-rearing functions within the 
family (Bell, 19753; Benson, 1968; Burgess, et. al, 19715 Le Masters, 
1970; Martinson, 1972; Schlesinger, 1972; Steinmann and Fox, 197); 


Weigand, 1975; Winch, 1965). Other traditional aspects of her role 
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include the area of home management (Le Masters, 1970; Martinson, 
19723; Winch, 1965); being the executive and administrator of the 
family (Bedell, 1972; Le Masters, 1970) as well as the major con- 
sumer within the family (Le Masters, 1970; Martinson, 1972). Each of 


these functions would relate to her major child-rearing role. 


Changing parental roles - Several authors have noted that 
traditional Canadian family roles are changing (Benson, 1968; Elkin, 
1964; Schlesinger, 1972). Although women's roles are changing a great 
deal in society as a whole, their mothering role has remained arcane 
tially the same. They are still responsible for the nurturance and 
socialization of children. In recent years the mother's role may also 
include the breadwinner role, if she works outside the home or works 
for pay within the home (Benson, 1968; Le Masters, 1970; Schlesinger, 
1972). 

The economic contribution that a woman makes to the family, 
has given her a new and improved status in the family. This new status 
increases her sharing with her husband in decision making and household 
tasks. It follows that a change in the mother's role will lead to 
changes in other family members' roles (Benson, 1968; George and Wild 
ane 19723 sean atte 1972). Thus, the old pieanccut division of 
labor in the home according to sex, is breaking down (Schlesinger, 
1972). Increasingly men are participating in homemaking and accepting 
more responsibility in the home in traditionally female areas (Benson, 
1968; Elkin, 196; Schlesinger, 1972). 

It is the father's role that has changed most drastically 


in the area of parenting (Brenton, 1975). Today's fathers are expected 
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to take greater responsibility for the physical care of their children. 
However, they have less authority and control over them in the areas 
of education, vocation and marriage (Brenton, 1975). With the evol- 
ution of a shorter work week, and an increasing awareness of family, 
fathers are more involved in the entire area of child-care than ever 
before. Fathers are expressing a willingness to share in the respon- 
sibilities of caring for children (Brenton, 1975; Wonble, 1966). In- 
creasingly, couples are undertaking the responsibilities of child 
rearing jointly (George and Wilding, 1972; Lasswell, 1973, Schlesinger, 
1972; Weigand, 1975). 

Apart from actual changes in male parenting, society's ae. 
pectations of masculine involvement in Brame aanias and housekeeping 
areas are increasing (Brenton, 1975; Shostak, 1975). There has been 
resistance on the behalf of many males to meet these new expectations 
and new concepts of male roles (Steinmann and Fox, 197). Many males 
feel it is debasing for a man to do anything remotely feminine such 
as eid cars (Chaftez, 197h David and Brannon, 1976). Men see there 
are fewer rewards in child-rearing and housework than in work outside 
the home (Olstad, 1975). They see themselves as losing status and 
taking on roles of a lower status group, namely mothers (David and 
nace 1976; Steinmann and Fox, 197). Thus it is understandable 
that males are not readily going to change their family roles. At 
present many men pay Titgeweios to the idea of equality, but are 
unwilling to accept equal responsibility for housekeeping and child- 
rearing (Chaftez, 197). On the other hand, males who have overcome 
these resistances, and have involved themselves more deeply in their 


homes and children, report tremendous appreciation of and satisfaction 
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with their phaaeen (Brenton, 1975; Weigand, 1975). 

There are implications of the recent changes in family roles 
and expectations for the ae heont family. More fathers today may 
have had experience in caring for children's physical needs. Due to 
his increased participation in the home, it is now more socially ites 
ted and expected that a father will have the expertise to care for his 
children's needs. These changes have made it more possible for fathers 
to care for children on their own. Thus the successful ethesabeent 
family may be the product of a previous pattern of shared conjugal 
roles, rather than of the traditional pattern of role segregation 


(George and Wilding, 1972). 


EFFECTS ON CHILDREN LIVING IN A SINGLE-PARENT FAMILY 


Emotional readjustment - Like parents in a two-parent family, 


most single-parents express a strong desire to raise their children to 
be happy, mature, healthy adults (Burgess, 1970; Schlesinger, 1969, 
1974, 1975). Herzog and Sudia (1968) reviewed 59 studies concerned 
with the effects of growing up in fatherless homes on children. Of 
these, 29 studies supported the classic view that fatherlessness was 
associated with behavior problems in a child, of which only 7 studies 
were judged by Herzog and Sudia, to be methodologically sound. A total 
of 13 studies reported mixed conclusions. Herzog and Sudia concluded: 

Tf all the confounding factors (such as socio- 

economic status, race, age of child, type of father 

absence) could be controlled, children in father- 

less homes might be classified as somewhat worse 

off than children in two-parent homes with regard 

to some (though by no means all) of the variables 


investigated, but the statistical differences would 
probably be far less dramatic than is generally 
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assumed, and might be negligible. 

There is no research to date which has investigated the 
effect on children of growing up in a motherless home. We do not 
know if children raised by fathers are different in adjustment than 
children raised by mothers or in eens homes. Generalizing from 
Herzog and Sudia's conclusions, we would expect the same factors to 
influence adjustment for children in motherless families for the 
following reasons. suet oa panati fathers have an advantage over 
single-parent mothers in that being male, they generally earn a higher 
income. Tus single-parent fathers are able to avoid to a greater 
extent the implications of poverty on the behavior of their children. 
As well, fathers are frequently authority figures in the family. 
Generally, children would be more inclined to obey their father. 
These factors may make the incidence of behavior problems less Smee 
valent in a eee cheated Sg ree family. 

epaasineen. one of the foremost writers on the Bamiekosnatit 
family in Canada, states that when the parent has difficulty in explain- 
ing the peer ee and in handling questions and attitudes towards the 
absent ce the child can experience confusion which may have impli- 
cations for their sense of security, their school work and their 
general health (Schlesinger, 1969, 1971, 1975). The single-parents 
that Schlesinger has worked with, have identified the child's fear of 
being different and left out as the biggest problem in a child's 
adjustment (Schlesinger, 1969, 1971, 1975). To date, no Canadian 
study on the effects of living in a single-parent family on children 
has been found. | 


In their study on mother-absent families in Britain, George 
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and Wilding (1972) concurred with Marsden (1969) and Schlesinger (1969) 
that the Bihote-pandnd family, in this case the Ree Spent family 
has an undefined social status. This creates a new social situation 
which places the Papa epe kent family outside the normal stream of life 
(George and Wilding, 1972; Marsden, 1969; Schlesinger, 197). Thus a 
child from a re eee family is apt to feel different and left out. 
George and Wilding (1972) did not directly investigate the 
effects of Ruthencabsenee on the children, as they did not interview 
children. However they were interested in the fathers! perception of 
the children's adjustment. They acknowledged this would be feenoas® 
logically lacking and the perception most likely would be different 
from more objective evaluation. They found 81% of the widowers reported 
that the children missed their mothers, compared to 9% of the children 
of separated and divorced fathers. Both groups of fathers reported the 
most frequently expressed feelings of loss by the children was their 
emotional loss of the mother. It would appear then, that the fathers 
were providing adequately for their physical needs since the emotional 


loss was the most frequently stated greatest loss. 


Child-care readjustment ; To date there has been very Little 
resetrch done in the area of adjustment and reorganization in the area 
of child care tasks in the Redeeeeded ri eat ews home. it would 
be expected that the diet in Petiersaneont families would be less 
satisfying than in repent families (George and Wilding, 1972). If 
a father is working fulltime, the time and energy time he has to pre- 
pare meals is limited (Glasser and Navarre, 1965). As well, men are 


not socialized and trained to prepare regular meals. However, the use 
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of tinned and prepared foods has made meal preparation easier for 
working mothers, and fathers in Hotei oe ance families. In their 
study of ie eased families in Bethy, George anduWid dime (1972) 
found that breakfast was the most ante of the three daily meals for 
both fathers and children. In addition, the adequacy of meals was 
directly related to social class. 

Tobres (1975) did not investigate the adequacy of eae but 
who prepared them. They reported that 13% and h% of fathers prepared 
breakfasts and suppers respectively. The remainder shared this pee 
ponsibility with their children. In 16% of the cases the children 
prepared their own meals, particularly lunches. In a study in which 
the wives of widowers had previously prepared meals and done the 
Eleantur; the cooking was found to be done mainly by the fathers 
(18/50), then others (1/50), and ies the children (9/50). eee 
was done by others (12/),8), the children (11/48) and then the fathers. 
Others for this response included Reeth as well as hired help. 
For both cooking and ens the help of the children was attributed 
partially to their being older than when the mother was in the home 
(Bedell, 1971). 

George and Wilding (1972) reported that the mother's absence 
results in the children having to take more responsibility in looking 
after themselves and helping the father in the house. Tobres (1975) 
indicated that regular household chores such as cleaning, dishwashing 
and laundry were performed mainly by the father, or shared with the 
children. Younger children were not expected to help, but there was | 


great variation as to when a child was old enough (George and Wilding, 


1972). 
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In a study on widowers, Bedell (1971) found that washing and 
ironing had been predominately done by the mother in the home. After 
her death, laundry was done by the fathers (17/53), the children (10/53), 
and others (17/53). The increased participation of children in oe 
forming this task was attributed to their being older than when the 
mother was in the home. "Others!t used to accomplish this task were 
reported to be hired help, or kin. 

Bedell (1971) found that fathers relied even more heavily 
on others (19/53) to do the ironing, compared to responses of 10/53 
for themselves and 15/53 for the children. Due to the many roles a 
single-parent must fulfill with the absence of the other parent, it is 
quite possible to overload children, particularly adolescents with 
household tasks as a means of getting them done (Glasser and Navarre, 
1965). From this discussion, it is evident there has been little 
eo cl ee date to ee how child-care tasks are accomplished in 


the male~headed single-parent family. 


POVERTY AND THE SINGLE-PARENT FAMILY 


Tenaleste stad single-parent families i Several major inquiries 
have been done on poverty in Canada. Repeated findings are that Siieie- 
parent families headed by women are frequently classified as poor, or 
are dependent on government financial assistance (Economics Council 
of Canada, 1968; Ontario Department of Social and Family Services, 

1970; Podoluk, 1968; The Senate of Canada, 1970). No mention is made 


in these studies of the financial status of male- eaded Sangilsesanont 


families. 
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Guyatt (1971) quoting statistics from the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, 1967 gives the average income of all OME IAI ea 
parent families in Canada as Sie, Teles and that of all male-headed single- 
parent families in Canada, as $5,502. The average income of her sample 
of 112 was higher than the average Canadian female and male sitet 
parent, $5,447 and $6,700 respectively. The men earned more than the 
women, making their financial resources ee Several researchers 
have noted the financial need of the one-parent family as their greatest 


need (Glasser and Navarre, 1965; Schlesinger, 197; Tobres, 1975). 


Male-heade4 Eis eee families 2 Research on bine noche 
absent family reports that men have lost their jobs because they could 
not combine work and home responsibilities (Ferri, 1973; George and 
Wilding, 1972; Murch, 1973). George and Wilding (1972) reported 25% 
of their sample lost their jobs and Murch (1973) reported 33%. Ferri 
(1973) noticed a higher incidence of unemployment in fathers raising 
children on their own than those Renee tn help. These fathers 
were on social assistance. Some fathers felt their family responenbilic 
ties restricted them in looking for work or accepting better work if 
it meant a aa or shift work (Canadian Council on Social Development, 
1971; George and Wilding, 1972). As well, due to day care arrangements 
and household responsibilities these fathers could not moonlight or do 
overtime. This would result in a decreased income for the family. 

Of the fathers in George and Wilding's (1972) sample, who 
had experienced less than four years of living in a mother-absent 
Cone, 52% reported they were earning less than before the wife's 


departure. However of those having experienced more than four years 
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of the mother's absence, only 31% reported earning less than before 
the mother's absence. 

Another major loss of income eanertad by the fathers in 
George and Wilding's (1972) sample, was the earnings of the wife. In 
13% of these families, the wife had been working. Evidence indicates 
that most working wives spend their income on their families (Hunt, 
1968), thus the loss of her income necessitates adjustments. Frequently 
a wife's earnings are a crucial part of a family's economy, as Connie 
ments are assumed in expectation of a joint income (George and Wilding, 
A725) 6 

Changes in expenditure due to the mother's absence also 
affect the family's financial situation, even if the income has not 
been reduced. There are several reasons for increased expenditure due 
to the mother's absence. Services aa functions previously provided 
by her must now be paid for. The cost of food was greater because 
fathers did not have time to shop around for bargains. As well, they 
use more prepared foods. A greater amount was spent on clothing, Base 
ticularly if the wife had sewn for the children. In addition, fathers 
spend more on "compensatory items", minor luxuries, for themselves and 
the children (George and Wilding, 1972). 

In conclusion, George and Wilding (1972:110) reported of 


the fathers in their sample: 
. e e nearly a quarter complained that motherless- 
ness had’ led to reductions in their income... 
nearly 90% of fathers said that motherlessness made 
life more expensive. Of all the many problems which 
fathers described, financial difficulties seemed the 
longest lasting. 
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20 
THE SINGLE-PARENT FAMILY AND CHILD-CARE SERVICES 


Continuous services i In almost every sgn) the ereree 
parent must decide either to stay home and be supported by public reeey 
or to work in order to support the family. The ages of the children, 
the hours of the job and type of work will determine if and what child- 
care arrangements are necessary. As well, provision for child care is 
a necessary prerequisite for participation in recreational and social 
activities. 

_ Many studies have been done in Canada which indicate an 
urgent need for day-care facilities of various types for working 
mothers (Adams, 1970; Calgary Social Planning Council, 1967; Canadian 
Council on Social Development, 1971; Dohan, 1968; Guyatt, 1971; 
Parents Without Partners, 1968), The Canadian Council on Social 
Development's inquiry into the single-parent family in Canada, noted 
that parents appreciate the opportunities that day care may provide 
for child development. They also found concerns and restrictions for 
both parents and children due to ttlimited provision® for day care, 
family day se and lunch hour, after four or holiday supervision 
(Canadian Council on Social Development, 197 isviil)., Such facilities 
would also be of great use to the male single-parent. 

Research in Canada has also indicated a great need by sole- 
parents of homemaker services. However the present Homemaker Service 
. « « is totally inadequate in scope and coverage; 
that it is hedged in by regulations, restrictions 

and limitations; seldom useful in emergencies; often 

unable to supply 2l-hour service or long-term ser- 

vice; and unavailable in large areas of Canada. 


(Canadian Council on Social Development, 197lsix). 


The single father trying to maintain his family has an acute need for 
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day care and homemaker services on a shea een and long-term basis 
(Canadian Council on Social Development, 1971; George and Wilding, 
19723; Guyatt, 1971; Murch, 1973). 

Tobres' (1975:8) findings on the adequacy of child-care 
arrangements in the Eather abecnt family do not concur with previous 
reports in Canada. The men in his sample "experienced no great diffi- 
culty with housekeeping, babysitter or Be core services*, Although 
54 respondents indicated they could benefit from a housekeeper, only 
13 employed one. The cost and difficulty of finding a reliable person 
were cited as the major reason for not hiring a housekeeper. 

Some fathers leave their work and go on public assistance 
in order to provide adequate care for their children (George and 
Wilding, 1972; Murch, 1973). If they remain working, they may ae 
counter any of the following problems. Work hours may not jibe with 
school hours or babysitting arrangements. Due to home responsibilities, 
jobs that are more demanding but better paying cannot be considered 
(George and Wilding, 1972; Murch, 1973). 

In a survey, when a sample of the general public were asked 
if single parents should work when there were children below school 
age at home, 78% thought that fathers should work and 1% thought 
that mothers should work (McKay et. al, 1972). The respondents felt 
that a woman could be financially dependent on society without loss 
of pele reenact. but a man could not. 

Research has indicated fathers in single-parent families 
provide for child care in a variety of ways. For children under the 
age of five, fathers in George and Wilding's (1972) study made use of 


the following facilities: day nursery, 6.9%; nursery school or class, 
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13.74%; private day-care, 19.0%; relatives, )))}.9%; other, 15.5%. 
Tobres (1975) indicated that of 17 fathers in his sample who required 


day-care services, 15 had their children enrolled in a program. 


Sr torn services i or tern services may help the father 
and the family through the initial crisis when the mother first leaves 
the family. Once he has assessed his needs and his ap er he can 
determine what the family's long-term eeiia care needs will be and how 
best they can be met. 

Murch (1973) reported on a Sr tant project for votes 
absent families in Britain, which provided immediate ot ldseare and 
counselling services for approximately j-15 weeke after the mother 
died or left. He felt the project supported the fathers in a time of 
crisis so that they were able to find alternative means of caring for 
their Rac iirers thus keeping the remaining family intact. George and 
Wilding (1972) found that friends and relatives frequently aided the 
father at the onset of nathan bees but their services were ae 
quently not available on a Snel basis. The most frequently 
expressed concern by i nlewpaneltt fathers was how to provide care for 
their children (George and Wilding, 1972; Murch, 1973). 

In George and Wilding's (1972) extensive study on mother- 
absent families, by far the greatest source of assistance in child- 
rearing was given by relatives, whether on a regular or part-time 
Penis; or during critical periods like illness or school holidays. 
Tobres (1975) reported 0% of his fathers stayed home when the child 
aos ill. Ferri (1973) reported 25% of male family heads, compared — 


to 5% of female family heads, had the assistance of a parent substi- 


22 


ane wots leith 
sheik + Getat on ta 
aie W es acme ti 


a be% td sii —F M angi neg + 


| Same : Soa ae cat Se CAR 
Raye 
werecd inet? Sahin ee oir aieie aera bia? Chie 
r Dyes oe aa: 


mes of .roreiiler + ath fa Gigag’ Adal’ anes’ 
| ew we ® Fide hear Ter 


eye 
fe v 


- 


: oi iyi er 5 eniaded Ee. Radbeuins 


‘ote ati nbd tes 


- a” pial > 


O23 - paid FPS a Br. ; “pies 


2 | ‘ce 
weds 4g The subi wal pea, 
s07 gtinec Ay CL arti Oe Haatst $ : 
| | oh 
4 "6 « tally abit ith Le 
. vA df 


vit ha Bie “git art nsrdinioe 7) 

sight riga) elt eae fens 46 peers 
=f sie; oe deen pat: sedis’ smb aed me | sft 

wo ica Shire day avd voy a? een <tsrretabinitim. ee 
mis Wels hag eaye! an ry, 1 ses ine abit ae 

etait? i iN edema Erahetear aye ae ed ne 
tf 46 at so aitatette Dy i rainy Fling, off | say. ‘ee Soldier. te 
WE $= thai gations ncn veda eet Sage isl rare cytes” 


lege Loon SF Geax’. Lf ‘a a ahd a deri as nai 


coe Pi ee hs 
Bai cae aie ou aie ges ; roar aes ad ~% 1 recsde 


Seep “tia ‘ebtedy etait We bafligey: (eet “a tan san 
pa He ta a Ain table aternd, to 2 2 Hb 


2 oe alee 
be ek, ining oe 
P= a 


a - 7 yo : oe 
ee _ Ee: Po Ui = fae | , ‘ ~ ni 


7 


tute of the opposite sex, e.g. peenaeaeeed aunt or elder daughter. 
From the previous discussion, it is evident that due to the 
Gyererls absence, changes in family organization and the performance 
of the child-care tasks do occur in the Single-parent family. The 
implications of family disorganization and how role reorganization 


occurs, is discussed in the following section. 


FAMIBY DISORGANIZATION AND ROLE REORGANIZATION 


Burgess, Locke and Thomas (1963) have identified a crisis as 
fany decisive change which creates a situation in which the habitual 
behavior patterns of a person or a group are inadequate", Normal 
families are organized into paired positions, with norms for behavior 
which specify the reciprocity of relationships (Hill, 1958). As well, 
roles do not exist in isolation, but have the reciprocal role of a 
role partner (Spiegel, 1960). When a complementarity of roles fail, 
the family system moves to disequilibrium or disorganization ieee 
stock and euliead 1967; Spiegel, 1960). With the loss of a family 
member, the departed's roles must be reallocated, which results in a 
period of confusion (Hill, 1958; Hill and Hanson, 196); Nye and 
Barardo, 1973; Winch, 1965). Thus the crisis situation induces a 
process in family life which is counter to the ordinary organization 


of the family (Farber, 196)). 


Adjustment _to crises - Hill (1958) has suggested the course 
of "adjustment" follows a slump in initial organization of the family, 
then a gradual improvement when new routines are developed through 


trial and error. Re-equilibrium according to Hill (1958) is reflec- 


23 


etl D.Hoh Le ej ahaa af 
Laer e <a shige cs ea Aaetiie aie a ' 
: Bia vs x ) ee Dts ’] « ee a aia ; 


td oo i Sl val yaivnceats ra 


a ae : i. eae ‘seins ? 
; ‘Ma | = 
=— =! = A F ‘Pe 3 iy 


a 
U 


fans ; 7 “ae iy 7 St uti we 
eieieh « eubenae ag ( Kat) babe’ * <i an 
top WN pal ol on i ‘ar af seie, isha 6 ati abies ee iC 


2 ww 
“ 


awe | sates earl, ite we &. inne a) Te 


és na pris ip) ines ty i tem. 


Pa] 
i Aaa 


,, p bye ait wae aie th sid aie pepe wehe ees 
cL &) fess sity eoteyiagine oy ria welios Racial o - 
ma, . 5 ‘es We, aay nna: He, eek, sae, 


a i ea ng te. aed ‘pal. fl a zi ie ion phone. 
madseabniey: a unas BiG. mid bo ste! at Ai Li 9 a dl ee 


Py 


= 


‘a, tc eee We a Dialed bikini 


rr 


re ay iy uf Gyrat | . oS Nieaklas Shy ae han 
- ee . ; : 7 PEAR ce | 7 bec Pa annie 4 * 
a gas Agi dawns ou = tog st Atte Area rack hung J teat 


y hea se a ve 


tive of the adequacy with which the family performs its functions. 

Most families have no prior preparation for the crisis ae 
cipitating event. The impact of the event. is relative to the hardships 
which accompany it (Hill, 1958). Many shen eee have identified the 
following factors to be significant in a family's adjustment to crisis: 
family integration; family adaptability; and the adequacy of role 
performance of remaining family members (Farber, 196; Glasser and 
Glasser, 1972; Hill, 1958; Womble, 1966). For family adequacy in 
crisis, Farber (196,) further suggests flexibility of roles, feelings 
of affection and past experience in crisis as necessary for ee | 
ability to crisis. Role flexibility seems to be the most commonly 
identified factor necessary for adaptability to crisis or to produce 
adjustment in a disorganized home. 

One major effect of crisis is that it leads to role changes 
(Hill, 1958). The family must find means by which patterns of perene 
tations and behavior can be altered to meet emerging needs and problems. 
For this to be accomplished, great role flexibility is required 


(Glasser and Glasser, 1972). 


The concept of role - Role has been defined with considerable 
consistency by the authors noted. A role is a goal directed pattern 
of acts, more or less internally consistent with sets of duties and 
responsibilities (Bell and Vogel, 1960; Heiss, 1968; Spiegel, 1960). 
The concept of role is of particular importance to this thesis because 
in the mother-absent family, the mother's role with its duties and 
responsibilities in the family must be assumed by either the remaining 


family members or resources outside the family. 
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The loss of a family member disrupts the family's division 
of labor (Nye and Barardo, 1973), and the pattern of reciprocal roles. 
With the failure of one parent to perform tasks such as child-care, 
cooking for the family, and caring for clothing, the remaining parent 
or older children. must do so (Bedell, 1971; Eliot, 1969; Nye and Barardo, 
1973). Bedell (1971) found there was no one general pattern whereby 
the mother's tasks were fulfilled, but an increase in the family 
members' role diversity to accomplish the tasks previously done by the 
mothers. Tobres' (1975) findings presented a contradiction to Bedell's 
observations. Fathers in Tobres!' study assumed most of the tasks 


themselves. 


_ Role-overload : Generally it is very difficult for the es 
maining parent to ae both sets of parental tasks (Nye and Barardo, 
1973). Role-overload!! of the remaining parent occurs in the single- 
-parent family unit (Glasser and Navarre, 1965; Le Masters, 1970). In 
order for the remaining parent to take over all the parental tasks 
normally done by two people, adjustment must involve a reduction of 
the tasks; a lowering of task performance, or having the tasks Lao 
plished by a resource outside the family (Bedell, 1971; Glasser and 
Navarre, 1965; Nye, 197). 

An additional result of role overload is the general finding 
that single-parenthood places tremendous restrictions on the parents! 
social life and recreation. Female single parents (Canadian Council 
on Social Development, 1971; Heilbron, 1963; Marsden, 1969), as well as 
male erates aaeors family heads have reported a curtailment of their 


social activities (Canadian Council on Social Development, 1971; 
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George and Wilding, 1972). The reasons given for the curtailment of 
social activities were the restrictions imposed by circumstances, e.g. 
domestic duties, aneaiicaye and lack of money, as well as the father's 
lack of interest in going out, meeting people, and the feeling of being 
unwanted as a spare man (George and Wilding, 1972). 

In contradiction of these findings Tobres (1975) found that 
33% of his respondents belonged to organized recreational groups — 
fore becoming a single parent. At the time of the study, 50% had 
joined such groups. A large number of fathers, 62% had made new 
friends, and 74% were dating on mostly a weekly basis. The main 
reason given for not dating by the remaining fathers, was that they 


"had not yet met anyone". 


Role reorganization i A father in a <A eee family 
will find that his particular situation is uncommon, that there are 
few if any role definitions to follow. It may be necessary for him to 
do some lege EE In deele neice the individual makes a role 
relative to the situation he is in. Family structure is an outcome 
of the role improvisation, rather than conformity to previous norms 
(Aldous, 197). New role complementarities may be formed in the 
family due to role-making. As meted before, family stability rests 
to a large degree on a role complementarity within the family 
(Rosenstock and Kutner, 1967). 

The transition to new socially durable roles is difficult. 
New roles are frequently not clearly defined (Eliot, 1969; Hill, 1958). 
Responsibilities associated with new roles are generally assumed and 


organized in an experimental manner until they prove successful or 
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comfortable (Eliot, 1969; Hill, 1958). 

The result of role reorganization may be the restoration of 
stability and equilibrium to the family. Reorganization can only hope 
to bring a "moving equilibrium" as the family copes with new problems 
and aspires to new goals (Eliot, 1969). It mst be appreciated that 
the establishment of new compatible reciprocal roles with other members 
of the family is a complicated process, characterized by techniques 
of role induction and eventually role modification (Spiegel, 1960). 

The family cannot return to its previous state of equilibrium but a 
new state. Hill and Hansen (1964) identify this process as "creative _ 
response" to stress. The family goal is a change in the family system. 
The family initiates change in he system rather than bringing it back 
to its original state. Systems theory identifies this as a morphogenic 
process which will be pedene san a renee section. Re-equilibrium of 
the family is achieved when the role modifications become part of the 
normal routine of the family (Eliot, 1969; Spiegel, 1960). The roles 
are never the ie as new constellations have been developed (Eliot, 


1969). 


SYSTEMS THEORY 


A systems approach to the study of the family has great 
poednnersivey as a scientific perspective and conceptual framework. Many 
authors have conceptualized the family as a system (Aldous, 197); 
Black, 1972; Brill, 1973; Hill, 1971; Hill and Hansen, 1964; Lederer 
and Jackson, 1968; Maloch and Deacon, 1966; Rosenstock and Kutner, 


1967; Spiegel, 1960; and Sprey, 1967). The following discussion will 
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deal with those aspects of system theory which make it particularly 
applicable to study of the accomplishment of child-care tasks in the 
mother-absent family. 

A system is generally defined as a whole made up of inter- 
related and interdependent parts (Black, 1972; Brill, 1973; Buckley, 
1967; Maloch and Deacon, 1966; Womble, 1966). The family unit fits 
well into the concept of a system. However, Hill (1971) drawing on 
the work of Buckley (1967), has suggested that the family is more 
accurately characterized as a “complex adaptive system", which is 
explained as follows: 

At the highest order of complexity, the complex 

adaptive system (the psychological and social- 

cultural systems) are also open and engentrophic, 

but they are open internally as well as externally 

in that the interchanges among their components 

may result in the changes in the nature of ‘the 

components themselves with important consequences 

for the system as a whole... True feedback 

control loops make possible not only self-regulation, 

but self-direction, or at least adaption to a changing 

environment such that the system may change or ela- 

borate its structure as a condition or survival or 

validity (Hill, 1971:8). 

The manner in which the family, as a complex adaptive system, accom- 
plishes self-regulation, self-direction and adaption so that the 

system may remain viable, will be explained in the following dis- 
cussion. It will deal primarily with the properties and characteristics 
of the family as a social system and related concepts. 

The first characteristic of the family as a social system 
to be discussed is that of interdependence of parts and “systemness" 
(Hill, 1971). Modern system theorists allow for the complexity and 
fluidity of a socio-cultural system such as the family. 


"The concept of system carries with it the idea that change 
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‘in one part brings about changes in other parts of the system, or a 
state of interdependency which in the family involves interacting 
positions and reciprocal roles" (Hill, 1971:12). "They see sub-units, 
at least partially interrelated within the relatively stable patterns 
of social order" (Hill, 1971:17). The nature of the relationship 
between the parts may vary due to the degree of autonomy and eee 

_ penetration between subsystems. The systems primary function is to 
mediate between the pressures to change, both within and outside the 
system, and behavior of the system and its members (Buckley, 1967). 

The family as a social system is considered to have open and 
permeable boundaries (Hill, 1971). "Open systems" have a constant 
exchange within the system itself and between the system and its 
environment. As a result, the environment is able to influence or 
change the system. Systems theory perceives boundaries as separating 
the system from the environment, but with varying degrees of rete 
bility (Hill, 1971). The establishment of nuclear family units 
demarcates physical boundaries between the family and other related 
family units as well as eae units. This makes the family system 
easy to identify visually and physically. 

The third characteristic of the family system is that it is 
equilibrium seeking and adapting (Hill, 1971). In order to accomplish 
this function, the system makes use of feedback processes which are a 
central characteristic of a social system (Buckley, 1967). The family 
as a social system is open internally as well as externally, that is, 
it uses information from within, and outside the system. The exchange 
of information from one subsystem to the other as well as from the 


system to the environment and vice versa, is feedback. Feedback is 
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the compensating factor taken as input into the system in order to 
achieve equilibrium and adaptation (Black, 1972; paclenest 1967; 
Lederer and Jackson, 1968). 

Two types of feedback loops are recognized in systems theory; 
negative feedback and positive feedback. Negative feedback maintains 
homeostasis, in that it maintains the status quo in order to achieve 
re-equilibrium in the system. It is change resisting (Black, 1972; 
Buckley, 19673 Hil1, 1971; Lederer and Jackson, 1968). 

Positive feedback is deviation amplifying (Black, 1972; 
Buckley, 1967; Hill, 1971; Lederer and Jackson, 1968). A positive 
feedback loop increases the divergence between the original systems 
goals and its present status. Buckley (1967) views positive feedback 
processes as the means "by which social systems grow, create, and 
innovate and has accordingly referred to them as morphogenic processes" 
(Hill, 1971:21). 

Previous systems theorists have emphasized the concept of 
ee ee and homeostasis as being the goal of any system (Hill 
and Hansen, 1968). This state is achieved through negative feedback 
in the system, and may be the goal of the system. However, Hill and 
Hansen (1968) suggest that poco anstpsant may not be the goal of the 
system, that change may be the desired goal. Morphogenesis is the 
characteristic of a system to change its basic structure, organization 
or values in order to remain viable (Buckley, 1967; Hill, 1971). It 
is through this process the family achieves creative, innovative res- 
ponses to change and stress in the system. Through the process of 


positive feedback, the system is able to become morphogenic (Buckley, 


1967). 
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The fourth distinguishing characteristic of the family as a 
Social system is that it performs functions for its members and society 
(Brill, 1973; Hill, 1971). Families must perform these functions in 
order that members do not leave prematurely or so that external agen- 
cies do not intervene and disrupt the family. 

Of the several lists that have been prepared the 

following listing encompasses the major functions 

which families are expected to perform for their 

members and for society: 1) physical maintenance 

for family members through providing food, shelter 

and clothing; 2) addition of family members through 

reproduction or adoption and releasing them when 

mature; 3) socialization of children for adult roles 

in the family and in other social groups; h) mainten- 

ance of order within the family and between family 

members and outsiders; 5) maintenance of family 

morale and motivation to carry out tasks in the 

family and in other groups; 6) production and dis- 

tribution of goods and services necessary for main- 

taining the family unit. (Hill, 1971:16) 

These are the basic functions the family system provides for 
the family in various ways. "These tasks constitute one of the regu- 
larities of the family as a system, that give direction and needed 
rationale for family activities" (Hill, 1971:6). 

Additional important systems concepts are those of system 
resources, system inputs and system outputs. Resources are used by 
the family system in order to meet demands or achieve the desired out- 
puts or goals. Resources may be available from within the system or 
outside the family. They may be in the form of money, time, energy 
or skill. 

System input is information or communication. In an open 
adaptive system, such as the family system, input may come from within 


the boundaries of the system or its subsystems. As well, it may come 


from outside the system. Input gives the system information about 
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discrepancies or incongruencies so that corrective action can be taken. 
Feedback on resulting changes in the system can then be taken into the 
system as input again (Hill, 1971). 

Outputs are communication to others in the system ne outside 
the system in order to accomplish family goals and tasks. Output is 
taken as feedback and put into the system as input. In this way the 
system can be adaptive and achieve Perce it tin: Output can also be 
in the form of behavior and task accomplishment. 

The previous discussion has focused on the concepts of 
modern systems theory which are most useful in the development of 
this thesis. These concepts will be applied to the problem of anatler 


care in the following chapter. 


SUMMARY - 


The previous review of literature has revealed several facts 
of major importance to this research. First, the mother-absent family 


exists in society today, as previously, although the reasons for 


mother-absence may be different. The greatest need of Canadian single- 


parent families indicated in the recent studies of Guyatt and the 
Canadian Council on Social Development, are day care and homemaker 
services. As well, many researchers noted the dearth of information 
on the ether abaert Sine ee parent family. Thus it is the intent of 
this thesis to use a systems theory approach to investigate how male 
Ble pecant : provide substitutes and alternatives for the child- 


rearing tasks which are considered the mother's role in the family. 
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CHAPTER IIT 
CONCEPTUAL MODEL 


INTRODUCTION 


Bell and Vogel (1960:1) define the family as "a structural 
unit composed, as an ideal type, of a man and woman joined in a socially 
recognized union and their children". The concept of a system being 
a whole made up of interrelated and interdependent parts is exemplified 
by the two-parent family, as well as the Pre Seats family. The 
father is traditionally the breadwinner, and the mother performs the 
majority of the child-rearing tasks. The single-parent family unit 
differs from the traditional family, in that one parent is absent and 
the remaining parent has the total responsibility for children and for 
maintaining the family system. Thus the interdependence and inter- 
relationships in a single-parent family will be different. The single- 
parent family lacks the resource of the missing parent in achieving 
the performance of Bey eeee tasks. As it is the mother's major 
function in the "ideal family type" to perform the child-care tasks, 
in the mother-absent family, it is these functions which must be re- 
placed in order that the system can perform the tasks. A characteristic 
of any social system is that it performs functions for its members. As 
a social system the mother-absent family must perform the child-care 


tasks of supervision, meal preparation and purchase and care of clothing. 
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How this is done is the focus of this thesis. 

The change in family organization precipitated by the mother's 
absence creates a situation in which established behavior patterns are 
no longer adequate. Thus the family is in a state of disorganization. 
It is likely that at this time, fathers report the accomplishment of 
cena tasks as trying and difficult. However, readjustment would 
be expected, as the families established new routines to meet the 
family's Eraecare needs. It is likely that the mother-absent family 
would try a variety of alternatives to replace the mother, in a "trial 
and error" process of readjustment and establishing a era 

Concepts of relevance at this time are those of system ie 
sources and system outputs. Resources are used by the family system 
in order to perform these tasks. The resources for these tasks from 
within the family systems are the ee energy, skill and Ee omens 
fulness of the father and other family members. If the family cannot 
fulfill the needs themselves, resources from outside the family may 
be used or paid for such as agencies, services, neighbors, friends 
and relatives. 

The output of the mother-absent family system can be the 
accomplishment of civ iceare tasks or communication which facilitates 
the accomplishment of these tasks. It may be feedback back into the 
system as information (input) on how the family system can accomplish 
the child-care tasks, or to systems outside the family. The following 


discussion will deal with the readjustment of the mother-absent family 


from a complex adaptive system perspective. 


i Ma 
rte ) ae Wi ee en 
% ; eiraemuad $63 vars Rae heed 
7a oot ah he Oe | ries ‘bali he Bove 3 
wien oh Sai fala » whe palestine 
om ; ae: abe th Sere 


oS yee OT yah ees 7H mn ar —_ Bi we 


= Rig 
= 7. :: 


oes - oy an tl aes 


a i v a) Wie bh bn ne aa a4 
‘. Ss 2 Qane Se fe a ae “a ie 
- ty ve fa 
Gy {g ~~ bs a ae” i ae 


an 


*s fe P43 f cities 0: y ‘i, 31 4 1 2h 3 io . 


cin ching ill sob Hae ig én: teach 


2 ign 
“e é AG 


banal sot avaeige’s cpap, yf 


AsP ots a Eins gtd pane a) id) a “asi 
ou el Sti, cote alban if ave # ‘aii! Sane i 
Ss F A ite re 


ee 


ells dud ‘aie cadet at vn En fre! 4 fai tat hie 
- ". ar _ ie n a i q oe a a 
att. SC mae f eee rd er a mts r ors uk a Peseta baal 
we fa Le ae * i, ie / Bi < ve aE By 1. : 
t : = rh Hae ’ 
a es ; ets CIS Ss i Ad ooo . ee 
; i ais: a ffi 4 08 3 shah ae’ 5 bach v4, an af = shel beat ade 
- : aaa aioe 
oS OE CURT aoe tp naneeisee as Pg a ft itv iieeschab ie 
2 ae Aethantng. alee ay Bee seen ae : 
i ' - Si : ae | = vit = a2 <) na 
y “a Hi 7 ; eS b 
= =") o ae "= ¥ ‘ 7 Tice 5 7 wen Ps pS i See: & 
ae : > 4 ) 


35 


RESOURCES OF THE FAMILY SYSTEM 


Resources within the family system - Systems theory recog- 
nizes the interrelatedness of all parts of the system. With the 
mother's absence, aspects of her role, which are the performance of 
Brie sabe tasks, can no longer be done by her. This has implications 
for the roles of the remaining family members. It is likely that the 
roles of remaining family members will be expanded so that the tasks 
previously performed by the mother are provided. The extent to which 
new roles are assumed by the older children will depend on their ages, 
willingness to do this task and competency at it. It will also be 
influenced by the time the father can take to help them learn this 
role. Older children may assume greater responsibility for ore 
vising younger children or themselves more frequently. They may help 
to a greater extent in meal preparation and een or in the eee 
chase and care of their own clothing as well as that of younger 
brothers and sisters. Thus the children's roles are expanded in the 
family to provide this task. 

It is more likely, however, especially in families with 
very young children that the father will assume child-care tasks, 
particularly in the area of meal preparation and clothing. Many men 
have had experience in meal preparation and care of clothing as 
bachelors, or have helped their working wives. Alternatives to doing 
these tasks for the family may prove to be too costly, inconvenient or 
unavailable for the single-parent father, so that he has no alter- 
native but to perform these tasks himself. Whether or not he chooses 


to assume these tasks will depend on such factors as his previous 
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experience with them, the amount of time he has and the alternatives 
available to him and their cost. These tasks may also be shared be- 
tween the father and the children. The degree and extent would be 
determined by such factors as the age and competence of the aan 
and the time available to each of the family members. 

However, the Bnelernascnt father may have resources other 
than his own time, energy and skills at his disposal to accomplish the 
cag igucane tasks previously done by the mother. The father may be able 
to purchase alternatives in the areas of child supervision, meal aiiee 
paration and purchase and care of clothing. The need to purchase ieee 
natives may come at a time when the family is facing the added costs 
of day care if the children were previously cared for by the mother 
while the father was at work, or if the mother's income is no longer 
available to the family if she was ore As well, due to added 
responsibilities in the home, he may be unable to do much overtime at 
work or take jobs that require shift work, travel or evening work. 
Thus the purchase of resources outside the family system may not be 
available to the extent it is needed, or would be enjoyed. Resources 
in the area of child supervision which can be purchased would be 
live-in housekeepers, day-care facilities and babysitters. In the 
area of meal preparation, the family could eat more meals out, order 
food to be brought to the home, hire someone to prepare meals, or make 
greater use of convenience foods. In the area of clothing and its 
care, the family could throw out clothing rather than mend, hire some- 


one to mend and send laundry out to a laundry service. 


Resources outside the family system - Additional resources 
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outside the family which can help the single-parent accomplish the 
ehianceane tasks, are friends, neighbors and relatives. In previous 
times, the relatives were a major source of support to the aeeror 
absent family, but with high mobility and the isolation of the nuclear 
family, they are less so today. The resource previously mentioned may 
provide alternatives such as having the family over for eae or sina 
ing food over to the family, e.g. baking. It is expected that some 
fathers may prefer to have all family meals within their nuclear unit 
to help maintain and establish a family unit and identity. They may 
find it easier and less time consuming to prepare meals themselves. 
Others may find it easier to take as many meals outside the home as 
possible. Friends, neighbors and relatives may also provide child- 
Supervision at various times e.g. evenings or weekends. Laundry, 
ironing and mending may be done by female friends. Neighbors may buy 
or give the major portion of the children's clothing. This may be 
done if the father does not feel he has the skill or the time, or if 
it proves to be an acceptable alternative to doing it himself. 

Some resources used by the family may provide several tone 
vices. For example, some ey Maseier eed an arrangements may provide 
meals, e.g. day-care facilities and avesat housekeepers. Some live- 


in housekeepers or day babysitters may also do laundry for the family. 


BOUNDARY MAINTENANCE 


The boundary of the family system is permeable so that these 
various resources may enter to enable the father to accomplish the 


child-supervision task. Many factors may influence the type and extent 
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that these resources are allowed to permeate the family system. The 
financial resources of the father will greatly influence the type of 
resources he will use. For example, a iayedsh housekeeper may be aed 
ferred, and most suited to his child-supervision needs, but may be 
beyond his means. The availability of alternatives regardless of cost 
is another factor. Day-care facilities may not be close to home, or 
housekeepers may not be available. The age and number of the children 
will influence the type and extent of care required. In addition, the 
values of the father, and what he perceives as best or most convenient 


for his family will determine the alternatives he uses. 


POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE FEEDBACK PROCESSES 


It is through the process of feedback loops that the family 
establishes equilibrium and finds new ways to adequately provide the 
necessary Tie are Information (input) can be exchanged between 
family members as to what their needs are and how satisfactorily they 
are being met. Similarly, information can be exchanged with agencies 
outside the family such as schools, social services and day-care 
facilities. If certain patterns are retained from when the mother 
was in the family, e.g. day-care if the mother was working, continu- 
ing to use this facility would maintain homeostasis or the status quo. 
If new patterns are tried and proved satisfactory, they are maintained 
through a negative feedback loop. 

However, neither the old patterns or attempted new patterns 
for adaptation may prove to be satisfactory. Information that they 


are not is obtained through input into the system from outside systems, 
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or is output from the family system put back into the system as input. 
New patterns may then be tried through a process of trial and error 
or through deliberate change in the snivakeaue goals. This process 
through a positive feedback loop leads to morphogenesis. In this way 
the system may change the way in which child-care was accomplished in 
the two-parent home a great deal. Thus in the Rorhentareent family, 
the degree of child supervision may decrease to the satisfaction of the 
father and the children. As well, several types of ohild-oare may be 
tried until one is found that most suits family needs. There will 
also be changes in child supervision due to maturation of the children 
and changes in available alternatives. 

In the area of meal preparation, a positive feedback process 
is initiated when information comes into the system that suggests a 
change in the previous meal prerarenses established in the family. It 
could be the father or older children taking on the meal preparation 
task, or the family finding other means of obtaining family meals which 
are satisfactory to the family. The father may have different eens 
ties and Ber oree or lack the skill and the time to prepare the 
same type “ ae so a new type of meal pattern evolves, e.g. quick 
cooking, or lighter meals. A negative feedback loop maintains the 
meal patterns established in the two-parent home through family members 
indicating a preference for those patterns. (As well, a negative feed- 
back process maintains new patterns that evolve which prove satis- 
factory in meeting family needs. 

Similarly positive and negative feedback loops evolve and 
maintain adaptive patterns in the purchase and care of clothing. They 


help to achieve and maintain a balance between the family's time, 
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energy and available resources. 


ROLE REORGANIZATION 


Role conflict - In order to further clarify how the neenere 
absent family reorganizes to provide for child-care, it is necessary 
to discuss some aspects of the resolution of role conflict and role 
overload. In the Fe) ae family, the father will continue in 
his achieved roles in the family, such as father and breadwinner. 
Most fathers remain working full time. The extent and variety of 
previous achieved roles depends upon his willingness to participate 
in family tasks, and the previous need for him to do so within the 
Roeper ent family system. When the family becomes a meron aneere 
family, it is likely, the father will adopt many of the roles pre- 
viously performed by the mother. Due to the absence of another adult 
in the family system, it is not La ee to ask permission to adopt 
the role. It is difficult to predict whether the adopting of the 
mecner te role in the family will elicit the approval of society or 
not, as it is somewhat against sex-roles for men. However, traditional 
sex roles are changing. It is increasingly acceptable for men to be 
involved in the physical care of their very small babies. As well, 
more wives are working than ever before, which frequently necessi- 
tates the husband's involvement in the home and in child-care. In- 
creasingly society is realizing that expressiveness and nuturance are 
within the emotional capacities of men. It is possible, that a man 


may receive approval for this role from family, friends and co-workers. 


I believe he will, in some instances. 
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Role-overload a While role flexibility has been identified as 
a major requirement in adjustment to crisis, the problem is that the 
assuming of additional family roles can result in Eee ort Lor 
the members in a mother-absent family. If this is the case, the younger 
the children, the more likely it is that the father will assume the 
majority of roles that are not performed by resources outside the family. 
Thus in a Fig Lee eine family with young children, if the father does 
not use resources from outside the family system to fulfill child-care 
tasks, a condition of parental role-overload will exist for him. 

In order to cope with cones aieaa the father can do several 
things. He may bring new resources into the system to provide child- 
care as mentioned previously. Another method of coping with pogeaee 
load is to change the systems goals by choosing not to replace the 
task. Because child supervision, meal preparation and clothing ee 
tenance are such basic aspects of child-care, it is unlikely this 
alternative will be chosen to any great extent. 

A third means of reducing rie eee is to conserve time 
and energy by lowering the standard to which the task was achieved 
previously. For example, children may be left unsupervised more fre- 
quently, meals may be lighter and less elaborate, and ironing may not 
be done. Due to ascribed roles in paren tasks, it is possible 
that a man may be inexperienced in performing these tasks and be un- 
aware of socially expected standards, which result in a lower standard 
of task performance. As well, his values, due to demands made upon 
him, by the family situation, may dictate that a new standard is "good 
enough". 


The degree and extent of role reorganization necessary to 
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he 
accomplish the child-care tasks will depend to a great extent on the 
previous division of labor within the family and the patterns of role 
reciprocity developed. If the father, or older children were already 
actively involved in child-care tasks, a smaller degree of role change 
and reorganization will be expected. It is possible that successful 
readjustment may be dependent on a pattern of previously shared family 
roles. 

In addition, the goals of the family system, will demand a 
great deal of his time and energy and may not reflect the single- 
parent father's personal goals. It is likely then, that he may have 
to reduce the number. of hours that he spends at work, or on overtime. 
As well, he may not be able to work for promotions or accept dapaiees 
ments which may make his work more interesting, or more remunerative. 
He may find he has had to give up many of his own hobbies and activities 
that he previously enjoyed. It may also be very difficult to partici- 

- pate in social activities due to family responsibilities and lack of 
ae energy and money. Due to the demands of a full time job and home 
responsibilities, he may feel he is not meeting the emotional needs of 
his children by spending enough time with them and facilitate their 
adjustment to a single-parent family. 

Drawing from the review of literature and using systems 
theory as a framework, a conceptual model of how the male-headed 
single-parent family provides for the child-care tasks has been 
developed. Using the research design developed in the following 
chapter, data was collected to test the model. The findings of the 
research will indicate what aspects of the conceptual model are 


accurate and those that need revising. 
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CHAPTER IV 
METHOD 


INTRODUCTION 


To date there has been little research done on single-parent 
fathers and how they replace the mother's functions in the home in the 
areas of child supervision, meal preparation and purchase and care of 
clothing. Therefore it is the intent of this study to be exploratory 
in nature. Its goals are twofold. One, to obtain insights into how 
Be ioce ar euk fathers fulfill the tasks previously done by the mother. 
Two, to identify areas of major concern relative to the sce cacnt 


father in fulfilling these tasks. 


PROCEDURE 


It was anticipated that there would be some difficulty in 
obtaining a sample of single-parent fathers due to the relative infre- 
quency of their occurrence compared to other family forms. As well, 
there seemed to be a greater possibility they may have had female ‘ 
relatives or tes housekeepers caring for the children, which would 
make them less visible and therefore less available to the researcher. 
In addition, it was desirable to avoid obtaining the sample totally 
from neyocare centers which would then be the sole means of providing 


child supervision while the father was at work. Thus a variety of 
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means were used to obtain a sample. An ad was placed for two weeks 

in the Edmonton Journal in the thouecere Available" section, asking 

for the participation of eanidendaahs fathers in a research project. 
No response was obtained using this method. All the singles clubs such 
as DUCE, Single Again, Minus 1, Club 30-30 and Club 88, were contacted, 
and asked to include a brief description of the research project in 
their newsletters. Some club presidents supplied the names of members 
who were later contacted by the researcher. 

All social workers employed by the City of Edmonton were 
contacted. They were requested to forward letters and response cards 
to fathers that were. using home-care programs and single-parent fathers 
in their case loads. 

All day-care centers listed in the Edmonton City Telephone 
Book were contacted. Bafechieeysupacrd sete were informed of the study 
and asked for their co-operation in forwarding letters and response 
cards to the fathers using their facilities. The researcher delivered 
in Se ienns a letter explaining the study to the agency, as well as the 
number of letters that each social worker or Be eats director indicated 
they could forward to the fathers, so that additional questions and a 
greater commitment to be positive in promoting the study could be en- 
couraged. 

As well, social agencies such as Catholic Family and Child 
Services, Preventive Social Services and Edmonton Family Life Council 
were contacted for single-parent males using their programs. Only the 
Catholic Family and Child Services was able to forward letters for the 


researcher, although the other agencies offered ideas for obtaining a 


sample. 
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There was also an effort to recruit fathers through personal 
contacts. An individual who knew of a shoot father was encour- 
aged to mention the study to the father. If he was interested in par- 
ticipating or wanted further information, he was contacted by the 
researcher. In some instances, agreement to participate. was given over 
the phone, in others a letter and response card was forwarded to the 
father. 

In order to obtain the ae et of Areas directors 
and social agencies, it was necessary to devise a means of protecting 
the confidentiality of the father using their facilities. In order to 
do this, letters containing three enclosures were delivered to those 
who had fathers using their facilities (Appendix A). Each envelope 
contained a letter to the father explaining the research project; and 
a page of common questions people have about participating in Cee, 
such as how their names were obtained and what will be done with the 
data collected. As well, there was a stamped response card, addressed 
to the researcher asking the father to indicate if he wished to par- 
ticipate or not, or if he desired more information. Cards requested 
that the fathers give their name, address and phone number. Letters 
containing these enclosures were forwarded to the fathers through 
social cap cea day-care facilities or the researcher. 

As the response cards arrived, or personal contacts were 
made, the researcher called each respondent to introduce herself and 
thank the father for his interest. At that time, information as to 
the ages of children and the length of time the father had been a 
single parent was collected. The father was then told he would be 


reached shortly to arrange for an appointment for an interview. 
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After the sample population was chosen, the fathers were 
called again and an interview time was established. Fathers not chosen 
for the sample were contacted, and given an explanation as to why they 
were not needed. They were assured they would be sent a summary of the 
study. 

Interviews were generally done in the fathers' homes. The 
| interviews were recorded on a cassette tape recorder and later he 
cribed verbatim from the tapes. 

After the interview, a rani od note was sent to each 
father, thanking him for sharing his experiences and his time. As well, 


he was reassured a summary of the study would be sent to him. 


THE SAMPLE 


The sample chosen consisted of 22 eepletecrene fathers 
living in the Edmonton area. Two fathers were used in the pre-test 
interview and 20 compiled the sample for the study. Each father had 
primary responsibility of his children, as well as being a single- 
parent father for a minimum of three months. It was felt a minimum 
of three months was necessary so that new routines could be established. 
Respondents with the youngest children were chosen so that there would 
be some similarity in the amount of dependency of the children, and 
in the type of eri deere tasks they would require done for them. The 
average age of the children was 6.7 years. The following table indi- 
cates the number of responses from various sources and the number of 


fathers from each in the study sample. 
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TABLE 1 


Sources of the study sample. 


Fathers who Fathers in 

Contact with fathers obtained by responded the sample 
1. Word of mouth 6 h 
2. Singles clubs vy) 5 
3. Catholic Family and Child Services 5 3 
h. Day-care centers 9 6 
5. Edmonton Social Services--subsidized 6 6 

day-care or subsidized live-in house- 

keeper ew pe 
TOTAL 35 22 


The thirteen facherentne were excluded had either older children or 


had not been a single-parent family head for a period of three months. 


THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 


It was felt that for an exploratory study, more original i 

| formation could be obtained if an Se, iba question format was used. 
The interview schedule developed is in Appendix B. Open-ended questions 
were developed in the areas of child supervision, meal preparation, and 
purchase and care of clothing to give information on how the tasks were 
previously done in the Side oateut home; if ‘ie father helped in these 
areas; and how the tasks were presently being accomplished, or if they 
aoee As well, questions were included to ascertain how the new 
routines had affected the father's work, liesure time, and relationships 
with others, including his children. Fathers were also asked to indi- 
cate what problems were most troublesome and resources that were help- 


ful to them in providing care for their children in the three areas 
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of focus in the thesis. In addition to the interview schedule, fathers 
completed 15 questions dealing with demographic information at the end 


of the interview. 


PRE-TEST INTERVIEWS 


A pretreat interview was conducted on two cases. Several 
changes were made in the demographic information sheet to clarify what 
information was needed. The interview schedule proved to be satis- 
factory, except for questionD22 which asked for any other ideas, ops 
periences or recommendations the fathers wished to share. It was 
found that this question was too vague, so the interviewer suggested 


"in the area of social change, support services or the legal system". 


DATA ANALYSIS 


The data collected through the interview schedule was organ- 
ized into categories of responses for each question. Categories were 


created for all responses. 


In many instances, e.g. if the father had more than one child 
or resource at his disposal, he would indicate a response to more than 
one category in a question. The number of responses to each category 
ee recorded. In some instances response categories were mutually 
exclusive. 

For ease in handling the large amount of data collected, the 
data was keypunched onto computer cards. Using the SPSS system, des- 
criptive es indicating the frequency of response to each of the 403 


variables was obtained. The print-out indicated the number of cases in 
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each variable, as well as the percentage distribution of each variable. 
The number of cases is used in the descriptive section of the data 
analysis to indicate how the fathers provided for the child-care tasks. 
In order to obtain as many insights as possible into how fathers coped, 
further manipulation of the data was attempted. 

Certain variables were grouped in order to see if any general 
trends in coping techniques could be identified in certain areas. ean 
parisons were made between families with the mother previously caring 
for children while the father was at work, and those with the mother 
not caring for the children while the father was at work. The income 
of the fathers was dichotomized at those below $15,000 and those above 
$15,000 to see if they coped in any specific areas in significantly 
different ways. These limits were established because it divided the 
fathers into two equal groups. Reesuca were formed on the basis of 
having relatives of the husband and the wife in the city and those 
having toe to see the extent that relatives were used as a resource 
"in the family system and in what areas. It was wondered if the time 
of being a oe aiobarant father would influence the means of coping 
or the kinds of concerns expressed. Families were grouped into those 
being Siniele tar ents less than two years and more than two years. The 
division was arbitrarily set to equalize the number of fathers in each 
group. The number of hours the father worked was dichotomized to ho 
ois or less, and more than 0 hours per week in order to see if that 
showed any differences in the means of coping. As well, it was thought 
the number of children in the family and the ages of the children could 
greatly influence coping patterns and the use of resources. Groups 


were created for families with one, two and three or more children. 
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Families were divided into three groups on the basis of the children's 
ages; families with children less than five years of age, and families 
with children both under and over five years of age, and families with 
children over five years of age. Cross-tabulations of these new oo 
ables with various means of meeting the family's needs thought to be 
influenced by the new variabled were run. cuseequahes were calculated 
and in the case of very small cell frequencies, corrected chi-squares 
were done automatically by the SPSS computor program. Fisher's Exact 
Test was used as a test of significance, on 2 by 2 cell tables. Sig- 
nificant relationships are included in the text of the findings chapter, 
whereas insignificant relationships are included in Appendix C. — 
bability level for all tests was set at p = .05. As well, frequencies 
on the new variables on related means of coping were run to see if 
there were trends in ad PesrentOneend of coping suggested by the con- 
ceptual model. These findings have been included in Appendix me 

As mentioned previously, in order to explore the data col- 
lected to its fullest, new variables, outlined in the methodology 
chapter, were cross-tabulated with other variables. It was enedes paved 
that there would be significant relationships between the new variables 
created and the variables with which they were preseeeapelet es 

Although some Pee nenciions were significant to the 
ae .05 level, many were not (see Appendix C). However, when frequen- 
cies of the new variables were compared, in many instances a trend 


existed which supports the coping methods suggested in the conceptual 


model (see Appendix D). 


lonly those differing by 3 cases were recorded. 
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There are several reasons for a large number of the cross- 
tabulations being insignificant at the p = .05 level. The major reason 
is the small sample size, and the problem of Ronee onic among the 
cell frequencies reported or a very small cell frequency. In addition, 
a very small sample size, even with the use of the corrected chi-square, 
and Fisher's Exact Test, makes for a more rigorous test of significance. 
Thus it is more difficult to obtain a significant relationship between 
the variables. When considering these factors, it is best not to con- 
clude there is no relationship between the variables but that it would 
be wise to conduct the study on a much larger sample. 

Because the majority of the answers to the questions in the 


interview schedule were explicit and described what alternatives or 


resources the father used at various times, I believed it wasn't necessary 


to verify all responses by a second coder. In order to have greater 
confidence in the data collected by questions D2, D117, D18, D19, D20 
and D21 answers were recoded by a second coder. A crosstabulation of 
the coding of each coder indicated some coding differences. Out of a 
total of 1,080 responses, there were 22 discrepancies in coding between 


the original and second coding. This represents 2.\% disagreement. 


51 


anore ad 2a ‘ielgan onfealoiai 
ot os “eh op melt vbrend, Pr, it ae 
ee ee : b 
RV ENA tT, yan iO ead sib 
« Cranage: ipetiieig ads smelt i sl 
anche hiya LA ig wee igh aig ; 
peerage ah bain. eens ene 
wide! si ht jain wi * aderpeenle Sd 7 


b Levan dé} dial: ey sainrnmy 


HI) 


a t 


anoe sl Apne ve are 
an “uiplipraendy Amn tal ai at at, 
uc tay ee nai irae | . Wet Lu einai iat poet hal, 
Tes anaes 4 Ph Mats fg be trebeirones' | ae. | b 
7 ais ie 


ety. tall, «aie es pri si pith shes Aeon. iano. | | 
man ae hic ; . mt a ial Hone ke Birks 


te sorry sh ih Ds ire ¥ 
i ti Ne 
ey, , ) 
e ‘ ri ey 7 7 
Ral A * a ; ie : i ; 
2 at Bah Tn ny 
¥ > } 
i 
é 
ee os tm I = Py ve z 
; » i -~ r i 
- + ae P- = de en y 
. Babin ¥ e a Mar ha 20 SEA me! Say i 7 
4 } | Lity | 
e " 4 a 
~— m t ‘ pope . . m a. ven E 
ah ; Uy 
- 4 " 5 : - 
iy 
j Mi 
oP aie 
a . es a 
7 
> 


CHAPTER V 
FINDINGS 


INTRODUCTION 


In order to facilitate the readers' understanding of this 
chapter, several points of explanation will be made. First, the 
numbers in brackets indicate the frequency of responses to a variable. 
For example, fathers were separated (9), divorced (9) or widowed (2). 
When reporting on a new category such as fathers with high or low 
income, frequencies are reported as 6/10, which would indicate 6 cases 
out of a possible 10. Second, when fathers respond to a mtually 
exclusive variable all cases are accounted for. Thus they will total 
20. Some of the variables are not mutually exclusive, therefore the 
total number of responses may be greater than 20. As well, in some 
instances, all possible response categories are not reported due to 
extremely small response frequencies. In these instances, response 
totals may be less than 20. Third, the test of significance used is 
cniectere or a corrected chi-square which the SPSS program computes 
automatically for contingency tables larger than 2 by 2 with a small 
sample size. Fisher's Exact Test is used on 2 by 2 contingency tables 
when the sample is 21 or less. The level of significance for both 
tests of significance is p = .05. These methods of reporting data 


are used consistently throughout the remainder of the thesis. The 


52 


oe SN) 
+ ee ot 
4 
; 4 
at nt 
Fe te " a 
‘ 
a ™ oo - 
= os 
ser 
2 7 Ly 
4 - ae ) 
x 


> di es saint ‘giles jah . 

ald pane uate | ‘e 
a ad al aah: sonar Be | 
ii Ps ucthis nats aye cwy ail 
walt nan fact sith ener 


Re pata heard ches - adi ~ | 
a ‘iy put aint AM be dade 3) ont F ar 
bal iN onl ae tin nse: ‘wid: sii 
‘nae ee ad ah 


ee sia Pen te pereen ich «26 a a en a 


titer 4h wet iad resi ératalipe + ae Sys incr 19 puhupetde | 
Papin pany & ee dat ae Meola Senay vine ‘a i Laobiemwntie ‘ 


tne swBaaggaysen Es ae His bay out de rt ‘etn vente oan - 


bat 


Ae 1 ret deta tuaatt ¥ seat ae! jut. a in « pile ott crodte ac . 4 
i = ! oe I i hy ae 
“ae sina ) ‘sien enet 7 


Me Ui Stare ere 
im: staal i $f ha ea dontive i 4 tage Pon, Cae 
Ee - heats Pe alt ee 
i), 


analysis of the data will be introduced by a description of the research 
population and the resources they use in order to fulfill the child- 
care tasks. 

In each family it was the natural father who was raising his 
children. In 5 cases the father did not have all the children in the 
Peaend family with him. The average number of children in each 
family was 1.9, with the mode being two children nee family. The cee 
age number of children in the original families was 2.5, with the mode 
being two as well. The ages of the children ranged from two to ee 
teen years. The average age of the children being 6.7 years. The 
sample included ieee MAS children, only three of whom were in their 
teens. Thus the children would be relatively dependent on the father 
in the three child-care areas which are the focus of this thesis. 

The fathers were separated (9); divorced (9); and widowed (2). 
They ranged in age from 21s, with 2 fathers in the 01.28 age group; 

5 fathers in the 26-30 age group; 7 in the 31-36 age group; and ) in 
the 36-h0 age group and 2 fathers in the hiehe age group. Eight 
fathers had been a ain see caren for less than one year; two fathers 
had been a poles yaent between 1-2 years; nine fathers had been a 
Single parent for 2-3 years; and one father had been a single-parent 
for over 5 years. The majority of the fathers were employed full 


time (17), the others were university students. 


The resources ; In order to provide for the Brrciecane tasks, 
the father can make use of resources such as money, relatives and the 
services of agencies. The earnings of the fathers fell predominately 
into two groups; 8 between $10,000 and $1),999; and 8 between $15,000 


and $19,999. Three fathers earned less than $9,999 and one earned 
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between $22,500 and $24,999. The most frequently occurring additional 
monthly income was less than $199 (12). Four fathers reported no 
additional monthly income. The other three had various additional 
monthly incomes. These findings would put the average income of the 
fathers in the sample well above national average for 21 fie MNSPEAL 
families which is $5,669 .° This resource comes from within the family 
system as it is earned with the time and energy of the father. 

Resources which can be taken into the family system are 
relatives, the child's mother, and various agencies and their services. 
Thirteen fathers indicated they had relatives living in the city, a 
lated to either him or his wife. These included mothers, fathers, 
Sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins, adult nieces as well as 
step-relatives. Slightly more fathers (10) reported having their 
relatives in the city nee their wife's (8). Only seven fathers oe 
ported having no adult relatives of either his own or his wife in the 
city. Twelve of the mothers lived in the city, eight did not. All 
mothers saw their children on the average of 39.8 days per year, or 
35 days per month. 

Additional resources that the father used were agencies. The 
agencies contacted most frequently were Edmonton Social Services and 
Edmonton Home Services. Only 5 fathers made no effort to contact a 
social agency. Of the 15 fathers that did, 11 received help in some 
instance, and 6 did not. The use of agencies will be discussed in 
greater detail later. 

It is recognized as well, that friends and neighbors can be 


a resource for the family. It was felt that this would be too diffi- 


@statistics Canada, 197. 
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cult a population to define, so information was not collected about 
use of their friendship groups as a resource for meeting child-care 
tasks, unless the information was volunteered. 

In order to describe the reorganization and changes that 
oceur in the sample's single-parent family system, with the absence of 
the mother, it is necessary to report on the sample families! organi- 
zation and means of accomplishing the child-care tasks which were pre- 
sent before the family broke up. The following analysis will discuss 
the child-care tasks in the following order: child supervision, meal 


preparation and purchase and care of clothing. 


CHILD SUPERVISION 


Immediately - In the two-parent family situation, 9 fathers 
reported that the mothers stayed home and cared for the children and 


11 fathers reported that the children were cared for by other means 


outside the home. In no instance did the fathers care for the children, 


although 2 reported sharing the child-supervision task with the wife. 

After the wife left the family, 9 fathers indicated that all or some 

of the children continued in previous care while they were at work. 

Thus 11 of the now single fathers experienced reorganization due to 

a change in child supervision for all or one of their children immed- 

jately after the mother left the home. | 
At the immediate onset of the mother's absence, child super- 


vision while the father was at work was accomplished in the manner 


indicated in Table 2. 
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TABBE 2 


Child supervision during fathers' work day 


Immediately 

after At time of 

mother left interview 
Friends 5 0 
Cohabitant 0 1 
Relatives 2 1 
Day-care 7 o 
Father took time off work 2 0) 
Babysitter h 6% 
Boarding school 1 0 
School 6 12 
Live-in housekeeper @) 2 
Periods of no supervision | @ h 
No change in child supervision g| a 


stapes before the mother left. 


2since before the mother left or immediately after she left. 
The majority of resources the father depended upon immediately after 
the wife left, came from outside the family system. Only 2 of the 
fathers assumed this task erecerree and in no instance was the child 
left alone or left to care for other siblings. Informal support sys- 
tems such as friends and relatives were used to a greater extent (7 
cases) than child-care facilities (5 cases), as a means of providing 
child paper st on immediately after the wife left. 

There was a significant relationship (Fisher's Exact Test 
p = .008) between mothers in the home in the two-parent family and the 


use of friends as a means of caring for the children immediately after 
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the wife left (5/9). In addition, there was a significant relationship 
(Fisher's Exact Test p = .009) between the mother being out of the 
home and the children remaining in previous care arrangements (8/11) 


immediately after she left. 


At present - At the time of the interview, the children were 
carred for as indicated in Table 2 on page 56. The fathers no longer 
relied on friends and relatives to the extent they did at the onset of 
mother-absence. A greater use of day care and babysitters was reported. 
As well, more children were attending school and having periods of no 
supervision which reflects the increasing ages of the children. Thus, 
some children sOReaniio have assumed responsibility for themselves. 

As expected, reorganization followed a trial and error pro- 
cess, as most fathers (15) reported various child supervision arrange- 
ments, whereas 5 fathers did not change child supervision arrangements. 
Arrangements were changed for the following reasons: “maturation of 
the children" (5); "original arrangements temporary" (5); “changed for 
pee convenience" (3); "help or daeennd unsatisfactory" (3). Thus 
it would appear that the equilibrium of the family had been a constantly 
changing, trial and error situation in the area of child supervision. 

Fathers reported the following advantages of child-supervision 
arrangements: "convenience" (12); "educational day-care programs" (8) 
and em of the babysitter" (5) most frequently. Most frequently 
mentioned disadvantages were *inconveniencet (8) and "concern over in- 
adequate supervision" (5). When families were grouped into three cate- 
gories, those having Be secHOS? children, those with preschool and 


school-age children, and those with only school-age children, there 
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was a significant relationship between these categories and ®inconven-~ 
ience" as a disadvantage of sit eleehe arrangements (X° = 6263"df 92 
p = .035). The mixed-age group, and the school-age group, 2/5 and 6/9 
respectively, indicated "inconvenience" as a disadvantage. It was not 


cited as a disadvantage of the preschool group, 0/6. 


Jere. child-supervision arrangements - oars reported as 


ideal, a “live-in housekeeper" (6); "educational day-care centers" (5) 


and "a mother in the home" (|). Five fathers indicated rie aia centers 


closer to home, after-school programs and the father staying home as 
the ideal means of Setar aint Only one father indicated the 
ideal would be for him to stay home. In only 5 instances, did fathers 
report that the ideal eranaeeeed arrangement was being used. The 
other fathers (15) reported the major reasons for the ideal not being 
used were "the difficulties in finding asteady, reliable, live-in 
housekeeper" (5), and "the ideal, other than a live-in housekeeper, 
not being presently available" (7), and "economic impracticality (5). 

There was a significant relationship between the ages of the 
children and the difficulty in finding a reliable rivéeah housekeeper 
(x° = 6.71; df = 2; p= .03). Thus, 2/6 fathers with preschool-aged 
Shi baie 4/5 fathers with both preschool and school-aged children, 
and 1/9 fathers with school-age children reported the ideal was not 
presently Eve aT el ec However, as noted earlier, 5/9 of the ee 
with Eahcsaeda children state the unavailability of a live-in house- 
keeper as the reason the ideal is not used. 

When the families were grouped into families with one, two 
and three or more children, there was a significant relationship be- 


tween the number of children in the family and the stated ideal not 
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being used due to "the difficulty of finding a reliable ere house- 
keeper" (x? = 6.68; df = 2; p = .035). Families with one child reported 
this 1/7, with two children 1/9 and families with 3 or more children 
3/4. It would appear that housekeepers hesitate to come into larger 
families, or that families with a greater number of children consider 
a lavestn housekeeper as an ideal more frequently, which was the case 
(3/h). | 

In the 5 instances in which economical impracticality was 
mentioned as a reason for the ideal not being used, the fathers were 
all in the less than $15,000 income group. It ater appear that 
limited finances influenced the fathers! means of obtaining alterna- 


tives for child supervision. 


Other Bhi eceanenid Sic needs : There are other times, apart 
from when the father is at work, that the mother may provide child 
supervision, e.g. evenings, when the child is sick, during school holi- 
ae or during overnight stays and longer absences of the father. In 
order to meet these abird: super aion needs, the type of resources the 
father uses are generally different than those providing supervision 
while at work. Children did not appear to assume this task themselves. 
In only 3 families, the fathers indicated that older children super- 
vise more than before in the nearer home. Three families indicated 
that older children do not supervise more and 1) indicated that the 
children were too young to stay by themselves, or there was only one 
child too young to stay by himself. For the families (7) that indi- 
pated that older children do supervise younger children, older children 


were reported to "supervise evenings" (2 cases) and for "short periods 
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during the day" ( cases). Two fathers reported "leaving children on 
their own", during school holidays, and one reported ™leaving children 
alone during the evening". It must be noted however, that 1 of the 
fathers reported "older children were too young to babysit", or that 
"there was an only child, too young to stay on their own". 

Frequently, the father assumed other Rnaneemriein tasks. 
For instance, when the child was sick, thirteen of the fathers fen 
ported staying home at some time. In addition, 8 reported taking 
children along to adult functions whereas 2 fathers indicated they 
did sometimes, and 12 fathers indicated they did not. Reasons for 
taking children to adult functions included "being unable to get ae 
sitters" ()); "child's behavior was good enough" (3); and "it was a 
good experience for the child" (3). During school holidays, ) fathers 
reported they "took holidays as a eee of providing child supervision", 
and 2 reported ‘having children to their place of employment™. Seven 
fathers indicated no change in child supervision arrangements because 


the children were not in school. 


Other resources used by the fathers outside the family system 
to accomplish ayidasnbeameucn apart from when he is at work, were 
Seem the child's aes friends and neighbors ; hired babysitters 
and agencies. Following is a chart indicating the frequency that 
resources were used from outside the family system (with the exception 


of agencies), at the time of the interview. 
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TABLE 3 
Care of children by resources outside the family system 


School Overnight Longer 
Sickness Evenings Holidays Stays Absences 


Relatives 5 2 3 h 6 
Child's mother @) @) 1 h 6 
Friends and neighbors 5 7 3 T 2 
Hired babysitter 2 17 2 2 1 


There was a significant relationship between families with relatives 
in the city and relatives caring for children on longer father absences 
(Fisher's Exact Test.p = .Oll). As well, there was a significant 
relationship between families with the father's relatives in the city 
10/20, and children staying with relatives on overnight stays (/10) 
(Fisher's Exact Test p = 03). However it must be noted that five 

of these families also had relatives of the wife in the city as well. 
Data did not indicate with whose relatives the children stayed. 

There was a significant relationship between the number of 
hours the father's job took him out of the home and the absence of the 
occurrence of longer absences (Fisher's Exact Test p = .002). Fathers 
who worked 1,0 hours per week or less reported a longer absence had 
occurred (11/11). Fathers working more than 0 hours a week reported 
that it had not occurred in 6/9 cases. The relationship was signifi- 
cant (Fisher's Exact Test p = .002). This may reflect the nature of 
the father's work, or the type of recreational interests he is able 


to pursue working the number of hours he does. 


Use of agencies - An additional resource available to the 


fathers is community agencies. As mentioned previously, 15 fathers 
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contacted agencies; 11/15 fathers contacted agencies and received help; 
6 indicated they did contact an agency but did not receive help. No 
attempt to contact agencies was reported by 5 fathers. The major 
reasons given for contacting an agency were "to find a esa house- 
keeper (7); "to find a home-care or day-care facility" (8); and "to 
obtain subsidized aces (4). There was a significant relation- 
ship between the use of an agency to find a housekeeper and the mother's 
being in or out of the home in the two-parent family (Fisher's Exact 
Test p = .012). Fathers whose wives were out of the fone in the two- 
parent family, reported contacting an agency to obtain a housekeeper 
in 1/11 cases. Fathers whose wives were in the home in the two-parent 
family, reported contacting an agency to obtain a housekeeper in 6/9 
cases. There was a significant relationship between the length of 
time of being a peete meee Pear and contacting the agency for 
subsidized ee (Fisher's Exact Test p = .03). Four cases out 

of 10 who had been a single-parent for less than two years contacted 
an agency for subsidized each while those who had been a single- 
parent for more than two years did not (0/10). This finding may De 
flect the needs of a family with younger children. 

Another reason for contacting an agency was "to find a child- 
care facility". There was a significant relationship between this 
reason and the ages of children in the family (X* = 7.62; df = 2; 

p = .020). Those families with children younger than six used an 
agency to find a child-care facility in 5/6 cases; those with both 
preschool and aoa] “ase children reported 2/5 cases; and families 
with children of school age 1/9. The success of families with younger 


children receiving help from agencies is likely a reflection of the 
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type of help that is needed at that time. For example, of all the 
fathers that approached agencies, 6/6 fathers with preschool children 
contacted and received help. Only 2/5 fathers with both preschool and 
school-age children; and 3/9 fathers with aes children contacted 
agencies and received help. This relationship was significant (x? =e eO(s 
df ='23 p 2029). 

Several factors had a significant relationship with “fathers 
making no attempt to contact an agency". There was a significant re- 
lationship between this variable and the fathers working 0 hours or 
less, or more than 0 hours (Fisher's Exact Test p = .029). Fathers 
working hO hours or less made no effort to contact an agency in 5/11 
cases. However fathers working more than )0 hours reported making no 
effort to contact an agency in 0/9 cases. When fathers were grouped 
according to their earnings, less than $15,000 and more than $15,000, 
all fathers earning less than $15,000 reported making an attempt to 
contact an :esd ts whereas 5/9 fathers making more than $15,000 reported 
making no attempt to contact an agency. This relationship was signifi- 
cant (Fisher's Exact Test p = .008). 

The greatest problems reported in the area of child super- 
vision was “the child's illness" (7); followed by "evening babysitting" 
(5) and "absences for longer periods of time" (4); "fathers' absence 
overnight" (1) and none (3). It appears that the single-parent father 
makes use of a variety of resources outside the family in order to 
meet the child-supervision needs when the children are young and 
unable to supervise themselves. In order to make this task easier 
for single-parents, fathers suggested "more day-care centers" CD); 


flan increase in all day-care facility standards" (l); "an extension 
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of day-care hours to evenings, weekends and nights" (1); clearer guide- 
lines for qualifying for subsidies and assistance; and after-school 


and lunch programs in the schools (3). 


Relationship with children - The majority of fathers exper- 


ienced role reorganization in relation to their children. Fathers 

(16) reported spending more time with their children due to "being 

the only parent in the home (8); "finding it easier to take the chil- 
dren with him" (3); and ‘deliberately planning to spend more time with 
the children" (6). Four fathers reported spending less time due to 
extra housework (l;) and the children visiting their mother regularly (1). 
When families were categorized on the basis of the number of children 
in each family, one child, two children and three or more children 
families, there was a significant relationship between the number of 
children and deliberately planning to spend more time with the children 
(x? = 5.8; df = 2; p = .053). All the fathers with only one child 
did not "plan to spend more time with their child" (0/7), while 5/9 

in wo Tenivara families and 1/h in familes with three or more children 
did "plan to spend more time with their children". 

The new activities which developed from spending a greater 
amount of time with the children were also a new role for some fathers. 
New activities reported by 11 fathers were "planned outings and exper- 
iencest' (5); "taking the child with him more* (6); and "doing more 
around the home together" (5). However 9 reported that "activities 
had not changed’. | 

An implication of the father spending more time with the 


children would be a change in the father-child relationship. The 
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majority of fathers (1h) reported "they had grown closer to their 
children". Only 3 reported “growing apart from some children in the 
family* and one father "could not describe the change". That children 
had become much more dependent on the father was reported by 9 fathers. 
However } of the fathers reported that "they had always been close to 
their children" and there was little change resulting from the new 
family situation. There was a significant relationship between the 
time that fathers had been single parents and the feeling that the 
children had become more expressive and shared more with the father 
(Fisher's Exact Test p = .043). Of those fathers who were a single 
parent more than two years, h/10 expressed this view, while 0/10 in 


the less than two year group did so. 


MEAL PREPARATION 


Previously in the tnoepament family, the mother prepared the 
majority of the meals (13). However, 7 of the fathers reported "help- 
ing a lot or sharing the task equally in the romana tent home". Of 
these fathers, 6/7 of the mothers worked outside the home. Fathers 
generally reported having "a lot of previous cooking experience” (10) 


and "some cooking experience" (8). 


Fathers! contribution - At the onset of motherlessness, 19 
of the fathers prepared family meals themselves. At the time of the 
interview however, 15 fathers reported being responsible for the supper 
meal; the other 5 used the resources indicated in Table h, page 66. 
Patterns had changed because other alternatives were available. Table 


lh gives the frequencies of reported resources used by the father in 
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providing the children's breakfast, lunch and supper, at the time of 
the interview. 
TABLE } 
Resources used to prepare meals in the apiee et at family 


- Breakfast Lunch Supper 


Child prepares his own simple breakfast 5 3 0 
or has lunch by himself 


Live-in housekeeper 2 2 2 
Relative 1 @) 1 
Devtcare centre 1 9 0 
Cohabitant 1 1 1 
Babysitter | : 0) 5 0) 
Eats in restaurant ) @) 1 
Father prepares breakfast, bagged lunch, 1h 5 15 
hot supper 


It can be seen that for breakfast and supper this task is 
assumed mainly by the father. The reasons given for maintaining the 
reported pattern of who prepares breakfast is that "it is quicker and 
easier for the father to prepare it" (6); "the child is too young to 
prepare his own" (7) or that "the child is old enough to prepare his 
own" (5). 

Fathers gave a wider variety of reasons for preparing the 
evening meal themselves. Various reasons were that "it is easier to 
cook himself than to find or use another alternative" (5); "no one 
else to do it® (6); "prefers to cook himself to maintain the family 
unit (3); and “he enjoys cooking" (2). The existence of these factors 


would maintain the present patterns of meal preparation in the family. 
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Only three fathers indicated that meal preparation was more 
problematic than child supervision and purchase of clothing. Thirteen 
fathers indicated "they didn't mind cooking" and ) indicated "they 
liked it". Of the 3 fathers who "disliked aeatitien two had not helped 
their wives, but had had some experience; one had helped in the Tyee 
parent family a lot and had reported he had "a lot of experience in 
cooking". It would appear in this one instance that familiarity with 
a task does not make it easier or more enjoyable. It must be noted 
that these fathers indicated that excessive demands on time and energy 
were a problem for them. Only 2 fathers reported that meal preparation 


was a continuing problem. 


Children's contribution : Another resource within the family 
system which may help with meal preparation is the children. Ten of 
the fathers indicated that children do help to various degrees such as, 
"helping with food preparation" (6); "helping with wash up" (6); and 
"setting the table’ (7). Fathers reported that "the children seem to 
peaiiae they can help the father" (5) or "the child thinks it is play” 
(6). Only 3 of the fathers indicated that children help more in the 
area of meal preparation than they did prior to the mothers leaving. 

It must be noted that 10 of the fathers indicated that "the children 


were too young to help in this way or that their help was not expected", 


Money as a resource - Money is another resource within the 
family system which was used to a minor degree to accomplish the task 
of meal preparation. Only one father indicated he ate out a great 
deal because he did not have the time and the organization to prepare 


supper meals in the home. As a means of preparing family meals more 
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easily, fathers indicated a "greater use of convenience foods® ()) 
which are more costly; and the preparation of more "quick cook type 


meals" (),) which involves the use of more expensive types of food. 


Others contribution i Lunches were primarily prepared by 
others than the father; een housekeeper (2); ere centers (9); 
babysitters (5). In 5 instances the father had to pack a lunch for 
the children. Reasons which facilitate the maintenance of these 
patterns were that "lunch is provided by the day-care or home-care 
facility" (11); "that it is the most convenient way" (l); "it is the 
responsibility of others in the home't (3). Some Pn eeyoene een 
facilities provide care for the children as well as their lunch; e.g. 
live-in housekeeper, day-care center, home-care or babysitter. 

When others prepared the supper meal, the reason for allow- 
ing other adults to do it was that "it was their responsibility within 
the family system" e.g. live-in housekeeper (2); cohabitant (1); 
relative (1); and other adults share the cooking task (1). 

. Resources outside the family system were dining out, or 
eating at friends and neighbors. Only 2 fathers indicated they ate 
out more at restaurants on weekends. However, 10 fathers indicated 
they had been invited out more since becoming a single-parent family, 


in most instances it was friends who made the invitation (8). 


Changes in meals - Most fathers reported changes in family 
Pelee only 7 of the fathers did not. Various changes in family meals 
which occurred were that "meals were more basic and lighter" (7); ‘the 
increased use of convenience foods (lh); and "more quick cook type 


meals (1). These trends reflect a lowering of the system's standards 
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as a means of coping with excessive demands on the father's time and 
energy, or role overload. Only two fathers reported changing the 
system's goals by not recognizing special occasions to the extent they 
had in a two-parent family. These fathers indicated that they didn't 
have the time and energy to continue the practice, nor did they see 
themselves in the role of organizer and executor of a children's birth- 


day party. 


PURCHASE AND CARE OF CLOTHING 


In the two-parent family - The purchase and care of clothing 
was a task done primarily by the mothers in the two-parent home as 


illustrated by the following chart. 


TABLE 5 


Purchase and care of children's clothing in the two-parent family 


Purchase of 

Children's “ 

Clothing Laundry Ironing Mending™~ 
Mother 1h 15 18 ire 
Father 1 (0) (@) 1 
Shared 5 5 2 1 


* One two-parent family did not do mending. 


Fathers generally had little input into these areas of ache y most 
notably ironing (2) and mending (2). However when the families were 
grouped according to whether the mother was in the home or out of the 
home, the fathers contributed more in these areas in the families in 
which the wife was out of the home. Fathers helped with the purchase 


and care of clothing task, /6 cases; with laundry task, h/5 cases; 
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with the ironing task, 2/2 cases; and with the mending task, 2/2 cases. 
Resources used to accomplish these tasks in the single-parent 
family at the time of the interview are illustrated in the following 
chart. 
TABLE 6 


Purchase and care of the children's clothing in the single-parent family 


Purchase of 

Children's 

Clothing Laundry Ironing Mending 
Father 16 19 8 6 
Children 1 h (@) 3 
Relatives 5 1 1 5 
Friends 2 0 0 6 
Child's mother 5 0) ©) 2 
TH vesth housekeeper @) Zo 0 2 
Cohabitant 6) 1 1 ¢) 
Family doesn't do it @) @) 10 5 


The father assumes the task of buying clothing (16) and doing laundry 


(19) to a much greater degree than the ironing (8) and mending (6). 


The purchase of clothing - This is an area in which the 
father has a major input (16), followed by the mother (5) and rela- 


tives (5). Only ) fathers reported they did not do this task. Only 
3/12 mothers living in the city purchase the children's clothing. Of 
the relatives that purchased clothing for the children /5 lived in 
the city. Fathers generally reported they "didn't mind” buying cloth- 
ing (11), 2 indicated they "liked it" and 2 "found it difficult or 


disliked itt. All fathers reported they considered wash and wear 
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characteristics when purchasing children's clothing (20) even those 
that said they didn't shop for children's clothing (). Fathers 
"tried to give some consideration to style, fads or the children's 
preference" (12), but some reported to be "more practical than style 
conscious" (8). Four indicated that "cost was the greatest concern". 


All of these fathers earned less than $15,000. 


The laundry - The majority of fathers (19) performed this 
task in the single-parent family. The major reasons given for the 
father doing the laundry was that "there was no one else to do it!! 
(6), or *it was more convenient and easier for him to do it (1h). 
Nineteen of the fathers expressed neutral feelings to this task, even 
though 8 had never done this task in the imageeende family. It would 
appear it was easy to learn and not too demanding. There was a sie 
Bae an eat oneliae between others doing the laundry and the number 
of children in the family (X° = 7.615; df = 2; p = .022). Fathers 
with one child had others do it in 0/7 cases. With two children in 
the family, others did it in 5/9 cases. Families with three or more 


children indicated that others did it in 3/) cases. 


The ironing r A major way in which fathers coped with the 
ironing was not to do it (10). This is one means of coping with role 
overload. It may also be a change in the systems goals as a means of 
acquiring Meet rine The reasons given for accomplishing the task 
in the manner in which they did were "the use of ena clothing 
makes it unnecessary” (10); and he "doesn't feel it's necessary to 
iron" (). There was a significant relationship between the father 


doing the ironing and the number of children in the family (x° = 6.02; 
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df = 2; p= .049). Fathers with one child reported doing the ironing 
in h/7 cases; with two children only in 1/9 cases, and with three or 
more children in 3/ cases. As well, there was a significant #élia 
tionship between the ages of the children and ironing in the family 

(X¢ = 10.85; df = hs; p = .028). Families with children less than six, 
reported that the father did the ironing in 1/6 cases and that ironing 
was not done in 5/6 cases. In families with both preschool and school- 
age children fathers ironed in 1/5 cases, others ironed in 2/5 cases, 
and it wasn't done in 2/5 cases. In families with Be toate children, 
the father ironed in 6/9 cases and it wasn't done in 3/9 cases. Only 
2 of the fathers had had previous experience with ironing. Eleven 
fathers expressed they disliked ironing, and only four said they liked 


doing it. 


The mending - Out of 15 fathers, only 6 fathers indicated 
they mended clothes themselves. The major reasons fathers reported 
for their doing the mending was that "they had no other alternative" 
(6); and "they couldn't afford to throw the garment out" (3). Of the 
fathers reporting "they could not afford to throw the garment out", 
one earned less than $15,000 and 2 earned more than $15,000. As a 
means of coping with role overload, 5 of the fathers indicated they 
throw the garment out rather than mend it because they feel it is not 
worth the time it takes to fix it. Two of these fathers earned less 
than $15,000 and 3 earned more than $15,000. 

As indicated in Table 6 on page 70, this task was generally 
done by others outside the family system. Reasons given to explain 


this means of achieving the mending task were “others didn't mind 
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doing it" (9) or the father "couldn't see himself mending" (2). The 
fathers' lack of participation in this task may be a reflection of 
previous dipatore tesa aeIOd and experience in this area. Only 2 of 
the fathers reported minding in the pha ecenh family. It is evident 
from Table 6, on page 70, that some fathers make use of more than one 


alternative in accomplishing these tasks, particularly the mending. 


GENERAL FINDINGS 


Of interest to this thesis was whether or not a father had 
alternatives other than caring for the child himself. Most frequently 
fathers reported that "relatives would have taken the children (9), 
or that no alternatives were looked for or available" (9). 

Several fathers expressed that a major problem of a single- 
parent father would be "dealing with role changes and adopting new 
roles" (1); as well as "overcoming the social expectations that fathers 
can't be an adequate or coping single-parent" (3). However only one 
father expressed this as an initial problem that was encountered. This 
was not expressed as a continuing concern or problem. However one 
father expressed the concern that social stereotyping involves doubts 

that a single father can be a good parent. 
| Fathers expressed various opinions on what they thought 
about Ee relecnarent men raising children on their own compared to 
single-parent mothers. Many fathers indicated "fathers needed more 
help until new skills around the home were learned” (9), and  indi- 
cated that "fathers have to deal with greater role adjustments and 


lack of social confidence in them". Eight indicated that "mothers and 
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fathers have equal potential to raise pi ieeces but that being a single- 
parent is hard for both mothers and fathers". Three thought "it was 
not as easy for fathers", but three indicated that "it is easier for 
men because they generally have a higher income and a car". That 
ienenospaeats with opposite-sexed children may have difficulty" was 
expressed by three. 

Although all fathers remained ihe. except 2 at the onset 
of motherlessness, 6 considered quitting work at the time. All fathers 
however, expressed reasons for which quitting work was not a viable 
alternative; "standard of living would be too greatly lowered (10); 
"being on welfare was not within his self-concept" (9); and they 
"couldn't stand the thought of staying home" (7). 

Fathers held varying views on whether a man should be allowed 
to go on welfare to be with his children. They felt that “single- 
parent fathers should not be encouraged to do so" (4); "neither mothers 
or fathers should" (6); "the alternative should be there if desired" 
(7); "the alternative should be available but only under special ties 
cumstances" (7). Fathers that had been Eivcl pisancat’s less than two 
years indicated the welfare alternative should be available for those 
fathers who want it (6/10). Only 1/10 fathers who had been a soeeues 
parent more than two years expressed this point of view. The faiete on. 
ship between these variables was significant (Fisher's Exact Test 
p= .028). 

As expected, being a A eee did have an effect on 
many other aspects of the single father's life. Only 7 indicated that 
being a single-parent interfered with work's 13 indicated their work 


was "flexible enough to cope”. Employers were reported to be as accom- 
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modating as possible" (11). There was a significant relationship be- 
tween finding the employer accommodating and the time of being a sitgte. 
parent father (Fisher's Exact Test p = .034). Fathers who had been 
Single-parents for less than two years reported the employer was 
accommodating in 8/10 cases. Those fathers who had been single- 
parents for more than two years reported employers were accommodating 
in 3/10 cases. Only 1 father indicated the foreman had been a problem. 
Many fathers were unable to accept overtime since becoming a single- 
parent (13) which would have implications for their income at a time 
when they may need this resource the most. 

Generally fathers indicated that eae express interest, 
concern and surprise on how he is coping" (9). Five fathers reported 
co-workers show no reaction. As well, five indicated they didn't 
think their employers, co-workers or classmates knew they were single- 
parents. 

Most fathers indicated some infringement on their own be ese 
tional time; ta lot" (8), "some" (7), and "none*® (5). Generally, they 
expressed "acceptance of it" (13), "that they missed it" (); and 
frplanned to resume it" (3). 

Fathers were asked to anticipate major problems they thought 
single-parent fathers may experience. They anticipated the problems 
would be giving the child enough time/attention" (4); "child super- 
vision while at work" (lh); "dealing with role changes and adopting 
new roles" (); reorganization of routines and household duties" ()); 
and overcoming social expectations that fathers can't be an adequate 
eee raranen Cas 


The most frequent initial problem reported was that of 
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tregaining emotional stability of the family™ (9) and "excessive 
demands on time and energy* (5). There was a significant relationship 
between having the wife's relatives in the city and reporting that an 
initial difficulty was regaining emotional stability of the family 
(6/8) (Fisher's Exact Test p = .039). Possibly related to this find 
ing is that of the families reporting wife's relatives in the city, 
5/8 also reported the wife was presently living in the city. 

A continuing problem reported was the "continuous demands 
and lack of time (lh). There was a significant relationship between 
this variable and fathers who worked 0 hours or less and those who 
worked more than 0 hours (Fisher's Exact Test p = .026). Only the 
fathers who worked more than 0 hours per week reported this as a 
continuing problem. Many of the continuing problems they expressed 
related to their interaction with the children, e.g. "child super- 
vision while at work" (3); "being solely responsible for supervising 
and all decisions concerning the children* (3); "concern that the 
children don't have two parents" (3); the "over dependence of the 
child" (1); and "doubts over giving the child enough time, love and 
attention" (1). The greatest concerns the fathers expressed as being 
single-parent fathers was "that the children grow up to be happy, 
normal and well-adjusted" (6); "that the children are missing a mother's 
love and the female perspective" (3); as well as “concern over giving 
enough time, attention and lovet (4). Out of a total of 25 expressed 
concerns as single-parent fathers, 23 rehated directly to the children. 
Only 2 indicated a concern for the parent. 

Although 15 of the fathers thought a single-parent father 


can meet the emotional needs of the children, they frequently qualified 
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it by saying “it depended on the individual". Only five fathers 
thought that sina Toonreenerrithens can't meet a child's emotional 
needs as well as a single-parent mother. As well, 16 fathers thought 
"the two-parent family was most effective", while only ) thought "a 
Single-parent family could do as well as a RL et family”. 

When the data from the questions in Table 7 was summarized 
into table form, it is obvious that problems of an effective nature 
are also extremely salient. The three groups of concerns were formed 
on the basis of whether the responses reflected role reorganization 
concerns, task reorganization concerns or emotional concerns. Role 
reorganization concerns related to problems such as “dealing with role 
changes and adopting new roles" and "overcoming social expectations 
that fathers can't be good single parents". Task reorganization con- 
cerns related to problems such as “child supervision while at work", 
"purchasing children's clothing", and "reorganization of routines and 
household duties". Emotional concerns reflected concerns such as 
Mdecrease in social life and liesure time for the father", "dealing 
with the emotional upheaval of the family", "concern over spending 
enough time with the children", and "being solely responsible for the 
children. 

These concerns are reflected by suggestions the fathers gave 
for meeting the needs of evel tcarent fathers. Fathers (8) indicated 
ttfathers should have equal consideration in the courts in matters con- 
cerning alimony and custody of children. Another lh, indicated "a need 
for increased social awareness and support for male-headed single- 
parent families". A single-father discussion group was an idea pre- 


sented by another ) of the fathers as "a means of giving emotional 
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TABLE 7 


Frequency of role reorganization, task 
reorganization and affective concerns 


Role Task 
Reorganization Reorganization Affective 
Question Concerns Concerns Concerns 


Q.Di7 In general, what i 9 8 
do you think the major 

problems of single- 

parent fathers are? 


Q.Di8 What problems did 1 1 9 
you find particularly 

difficult at the begin- 

ning of being a single- 

parent father? 


Q.D19 What have you 6) 9 al 
found to be continu- 
ing problems? 


Q.D20 What have been 2 5 18 
your greatest concerns 

in being a single- 

parent father? 


TOTAL 10 SM 6 


* Numbers represent the number of times a concern was given in that area. 
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support during trying times", "A need for more marital counselling 


facilities or post divorce counselling on how to deal with ex-spouset 


was indicated by 2 of the fathers. As well, fathers expressed a need 


for services and financial assistance to enable single-parents to be 


self-sufficient (3); and more information as to what services, facili- 


ties and resources are available and how to obtain them (lk). Most of 


the needs the fathers expressed were those that could be filled through 


social or government agencies. 


The major findings of the study are summarized below. 
Mothers in the ne eg oat family generally had a very high degree 
of input into the child-care tasks in the Bree aeut family. 
However fathers in families with working mothers had a higher 
degree of input than fathers in families in which the mother was 
not working. Many fathers had varying degrees of past experience 
with tasks related to era cave 
Single-parent fathers generally assumed the tasks themselves or 
paid to have them done. The majority of tasks were accomplished 
by means of the father's personal resources. 

There was evidence of the fathers coping with role overload. 

The roles of the children were not expanded to assume the tasks 
previously done by the mother. 

There appeared to be increased permeability of the family systems 
boundaries, but not to the degree expected. 

Positive and negative feedback loops were in evidence which 
facilitated the morphogenic process towards readjustment. 


The fathers (5/20) did not have all the children in the original 


family. 
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8. The accomplishment of affective tasks in the area of child-care 
was a more salient concern than the accomplishment of instrumental 


tasks. 
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CHAPTER VI 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 


INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this study was to investigate how the sticies 
parent father provided for the cuimaseat tasks of child supervision, 
meal preparation and purchase and care of clothing. These tasks are 
traditionally done by the mother in the two-parent home. The follow- 
ing discussion will deal with the major findings of the study, as well 


as the limitations of the study and implications for further research. 


DISCUSSION 


Re-equilibrium at the onset of single-parenthood - The find- 


ings of the study indicate that the process of reorganization and 
adjustment in the raike headed note patent family generally followed 
that suggested in the conceptual Mode However, several items are 
worthy of comment for greater clarification and insight into the model. 
As anticipated, it was found that mothers in the iosoarent 
Sune generally had a very high degree of input into the ahildiespe 
tasks which were the focus of this study. This finding was consistent 
with the findings of authors presented in the review of literature. 
The conceptual model reflected this finding in that it was anticipated 


that there would be considerable disorganization in the area of these 
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tasks when the mother left the family. 

The conceptual model was accurate in that disorganization 
did result when the mother left. What is important to note, is that 
it varied as to degree. The factor which seemed to indicate the degree 
of reorganization was whether or not the wife had been working outside 
the home prior to her leaving. 

In families in which the wife worked, there was a greater 
degree of overlapping of roles in the family. It was found that the 
father in these families (11/20) had had a greater amount of input into 
the child-care tasks in the ene home than fathers in families 
in which the wife was not working. These fathers helped to varying 
degrees in the various eiaaat earns tasks. It was found as well, that 
fathers had had varying degrees of previous experience in these tasks 
in the past, even if they didn't erate the poe ae family. 

Due to the overlapping of family roles, these fathers were 
frequently participating to a degree, in meal preparation and the 
purchase and care of clothing for the children. These tasks were not 
new tasks to learn after becoming a aintieenccens family. Role reorgan- 
ization in these areas would not be a case of learning a new task, but 
assuming the task to a greater degree. Unfortunately data did not 
. indicate too accurately the previous involvement in these task areas 
in the eons family, or the extent to which they were assumed by 
the fathers and others in the single-parent family. Few fathers who 
had participated in these task areas in the two-parent family, indi- 
cated a dislike of a task (/29). It appears that a pattern of shared 
conjugal roles, as suggested in the review of literature, does facili- 


tate re-equilibrium and readjustment. 
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Single-fathers assumed the tasks - It was found that fathers 
generally relied upon their own resources to accomplish the child-care 
tasks. They either assumed them themselves or used their earnings to 
provide for them mainly in the area of child supervision. This find- 
ing concurs with Tobres' (1975) findings, and was suggested as a means 
of coping in the conceptual model. However Bedell (1971) and George 
and Wilding (1972) reported that the fathers assumed the tasks to a 
lesser degree. These authors did not indicate the average age of the 
children in the sample, who assumed a larger share of the tasks. 

If the father did not assume the task himself, he decided if 
it would be continued or assigned to others outside the family system. 
Thus his roles were expanded to include the majority of the ad eere 
tasks as well as that of the major decision maker regarding how these 
tasks would be filled and if they would. 

Most frequently, the family achieved re-equilibrium by the 
father assuming the tasks because the father did not perceive he had 
any other alternative but to do it himself. There seemed to be the 
expectation that these tasks were to be filled within the family unit 
as they were in the two-parent family. The single-parent family 
seemed to be attempting to maintain the pauepe ert family model. 

When the fathers did fulfill the tasks from resources eats 
side the family unit, they generally contributed to the task as well. 
Data did not indicate the degree or extent that others outside the 
family system contributed to these areas. This information would have 
been helpful to determine the degree of autonomy of families using 


resources outside the family system. 
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Coping with role-overload - As mentioned previously, the 


fathers assumed the majority of the tasks. In this means of readjust- 


ment, the conceptual model predicted that a condition of role-overload - 


would result for the father. This prediction proved to be true, as 
there was evidence of coping with role-overload. 

All three methods of coping with ive steedieas were found to 
be present. Standards of performing a task were lowered. Fathers 
reported preparing lighter, more basic meals. The systems goals and 
output were changed when the father chose not to replace such tasks as 
ironing and mending. As well, new resources were brought into the 
- family system to accomplish the tasks, such as a live-in housekeeper, 
relatives and friends. 

Feedback into the family system to initiate these means of 
coping with role-overload was that the father didn't have the time or 
the skills to perform these tasks. As well, the father frequently 
had alternatives which he preferred to use in order to accomplish 
the tasks. 

It is clear, as anticipated from the conceptual model, that _ 
two parents are needed in the family to accomplish the child care tasks. 
If one parent assumes the majority of the tasks, a condition of Pores 


overload will exist. 


Children's roles - In the great majority of instances, the 
roles of the children in the sample were not expanded to assume the 
tasks previously done by the mother. This finding concurs with Tobres! 
(1975) findings that the children in his sample did not expand their 


roles to any great extent. This finding did not concur with the find- 
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ings of Bedell (1971) or George and Wilding (1972). They indicated that 
the children did assume a greater share of the tasks in the mother- 
absent family. However the average ages of children were not stated 

in these studies. 

Generally the fathers did not expect the children to help 
due to their youth, or they preferred that the children play. Thus the 
integrity of the child role was maintained in the sinter family 
as it was in the two-parent family. The structure and organization as 
far as parent roles and child roles remained the same. 

However in some instances the children did help. In these 
cases the children were generally older. It is to be expected as che 
cated in the conceptual model, that as children mature they would be 
expected to participate and contribute more. This expectation could 
also be present in a two-parent home. In order to establish how much 
more the children in a male-headed Bite anand home contribute com- 
pared to children in a two-parent family in these areas, a study using 
a matched control group would have to be used to control for develop- 


mental changes in the family. 


Permeability of family boundaries - It was anticipated in 
the conceptual model that the boundaries of the single-parent family 


- system would have to be more permeable than in the two-parent family 
system in order to accomplish the end care tasks. In some instances 
this proved to be the case, but in most instances it varied little 
from the pabepamert family system in which the wife was working. In 
families in which the wife was working, the children were cared for 


by facilities outside the family system, as they were in the single- 
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parent family system. 

As in the ar aeneleecwne families in the study, the original 
two-parent family may. have required evening babysitting, and child- 
care for overnight or for a weekend. Relatives and friends may have 
purchased clothing for children in the two-parent family as well. Thus 
the input from resources outside the family system into the single- 
parent family system may not have been too different from input from 
resources outside the family system in the eee family. In order 
to indicate these differences data will have to exactly indicate the 


extent that these resources are used in a matched group of two-parent 


- families as well in order to account for developmental changes. 


The predictions of the conceptual model were valid relative 
to the factors which determined whether resources permeated the boun- 
daries of the family system. Fathers generally indicated they did not 
have the type of child supervision they considered to be ideal. The 
reasons were generally that the alternative was ~ot available or that 
it was too costly. This finding concurs with Tobres (1975). Generally 
they assumed the child-care tasks because there were not other Bier 


natives available. 


Positive and negative feedback loops - Although single-parent 


families differed as to the amount of readjustment required in the 
various aspects of child care, they all experienced some readjustment 
in some areas. There was evidence of positive and negative feedback 
loops, initiating the family system to a morphogenic process, or meine 
taining the status quo. 

In families in which the wife was working the majority of 


children remained in their previous child-supervision arrangements. 
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Thus the status quo was maintained by a negative feedback loop which 
indicated that the original means of providing child supervision also 
met the Lintubtsasinn family's needs. 

At the onset of the mother's absence there was the greatest 
number of changes in the manner in which the hah ec tasks were 
accomplished. Positive feedback loops enabled the father to evaluate 
his needs and choose from the resources available to him inside and 
outside the family system. In most instances the father assumed the 
task because there was no one else to do it, or it was not done. 

If a means of coping proved to be adequate it was maintained 
- by a negative feedback loop. Fathers felt that certain methods. of 
child supervision had certain advantages, and that they didn't mind 
doing certain tasks. This sort of feedback into the family system 
maintained the status quo. 

Frequently the single-parent family system experienced 
change, even after the original readjustment to the mother's leaving. 
Positive feedback loops initiated a morphogenic process which ended in 
another period of readjustment. As anticipated in the conceptual 
model, a factor which initiated morphogenic process in the single- 
parent family system was the increasing maturity of the children. 
Several fathers reported that a change in Bae aerricion was due 
to the increasing maturity of the children. 

As well, change resulted when certain alternatives were no 
longer available or new alternatives were available. Three fathers 
reported having live-in housekeepers at one time, but found it abet 
ible to find a good housekeeper for any length of time. They had to 


revert to their original means of coping by doing the tasks themselves. 
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Another father had moved in with his parents as a means of providing 
care, after trying to cope on his own. The maintenance of the status 
quo or the initiation of a morphogenic process would be ongoing at 

all times within the various tasks as the alternatives available and 


the needs and skills of the family members change. 


Fathers with only some of the children ' In 5/20 families, 
the oo did not have all the children in the original family. These 
eee ene families had 2 less children on the average than the 
original two-parent families. This would cause an additional change 
in the structure of the single-parent ay system in that the sibling 
cheep as well as the mother-child sub-system would have changed. 

The conceptual model does not predict the implications that 
this may have in the area of phateare tasks. However, it could be 
_ expected that the father would experience a lesser degree of role 
strain than if he had all the children with him. As well it is more 
likely that the child-care needs will be met from within the family 
system, as the demands on the father would be less than if he had all 
the children. It must be acknowledged though that the skills and 
resources of the missing children would not be available to meet the 
ere eesar ear family systems Rey ee needs. Whether or not this 
would be an asset would depend on the ages of the missing children and 
the skills they could contribute. 

As the researcher was unprepared for Ea ions an which the 
father had only some of the children, no questions were developed to 
pursue this occurrence. However it would be expected that the father's 


relationship with this child would parallel the changes in his relation- 
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ship with children that others expressed. When the data to questions 
concerning parent/child relationships were reviewed, no pattern of 
responses was evident which would indicate that these families were 
different from families in which the father had all the children. It 
is to be expected that an even greater change would be evident in the 
father's relationship with the children he no longer lives with. 

The finding that 5/20 of the fathers had only some of the 
children from the original family supports the recent trends in male 
parenting suggested in the review of literature. Even though only one 
of the wives was working, these fathers must have felt confident enough 
in their ability to parent to take on the responsibility of providing 
for the physical and emotional needs of the children themselves. All 
of these fathers had alternatives to raising the children, but chose 
to do so themselves. 

As well, from Table 7, it can be seen that there were few 
role reorganization concerns. These fathers did not perceive them- 
cee or concern themselves about being in a rather unique role. It 
would seem that for these men there has been considerable blurring of 


the traditional parental roles. 


Affective concerns - An assumption of this thesis has been 
that Biteletoerent fathers would find the replacement of the mother's 
contribution to child-care tasks the most problematic at various stages 
of reorganization. It was not anticipated that the accomplishment of 
the affective tasks would be a more salient concern than the accomplish- 
ment of the instrumental tasks. Although fathers did have concerns 


over role reorganization and task concerns, the greatest number of 
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concerns were affective concerns. (See Table 7, page 78). 

It was also found that the fathers developed a very nurturant 
role with their children. They reported to spend more time with them, 
to feel closer to the children and to appreciate that the children are 
more expressive and share more with their father. This finding supports 
viewpoints presented in the review of literature about the nurturant 
capacities of the modern father. 

The majority of fathers indicate that sine eens fathers 
can meet the emotional needs of children as well as Bnei ecnheent 
mothers, but feel that the two-parent home is best able to meet their 
needs. Due to the absence of the other parent and the increased demand 
on his time and energy to do all the basic eter tasks, meeting 
the emotional needs becomes a very great concern. 

' The affective task should be included as a basic are atcare 
task.due to the recurring concern the fathers expressed for meeting 
the affective needs of the children. This concept of a child-care 
task would fit well into the systems model developed for the other 
Renee tasks. The affective needs of the family could be met by 
resources inside the family system e.g. the father and the other child- 
ren. As well, resources from outside the family system could be nye 
able. That they were used was indicated by several fathers when they 
reported that the warmth of the babysitter was an advantage of the 
Brandes nereret cn arrangement. 

Other systems concepts could be applied to meeting the affec- 
tive task within the Ei elersarent family system. Input into the 
system would indicate what the needs were, what resources were area 


able to meet them and if they were being met. Negative feedback loops 
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would maintain effective means of meeting the needs. Positive feed- 
back loops would move the system to change if the affective needs 
were not being met. As “penned and alternatives were available to 
the family system, depending upon the family's needs and values, they 
could be taken into the family system to meet affective needs. 

It is possible due to role-overload in the affective area, 
that means of coping with role-overload will apply to the affective 
tasks as well. It is possibly the occurrence of this phenomena that 


has the greatest implications for the adjustment of single-parents 


and their children. 


LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 


The first limitation of the study is that the sample only 
represents a eee eoted group of fathers who have been snes 
parents for a minimum of three months, and who have young children. 
This limits the representativeness of the findings. 

The second limitation is due to interviewing techniques. 
Although every effort was made to ask all respondents the same nee 
tions worded in the same manner and in the same order, it was Hee 
able that this would be impossible in some instances. Factors which 
contributed to this non-sampling error were incidences in which a 
particular question did not apply to a particular family situation, 
consequently it was omitted. Occasionally fathers would give infor- 
mation relevant to an approaching question as part answer to a pre- 
ceding question. If necessary, an effort was made to clarify the 
information for the interviewer at the time the question came up in 


the interview schedule by the interviewer stating the question and 
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repeating the previously given answer. At this point the father had 
an opportunity to contribute more information if he wished. If 
clarification was not required, to avoid the tedium of repetition, 
the interview proceeded to the next appropriate question. 

| The third limitation is due to the lack of consistent probes. 
Although most fathers were outspoken and extremely helpful, some were 
very laconic. The interviewer was not prepared for this. A series of 
probing words should have been defined so that a degree of consistency 
could have been obtained when probing was necessary. 

The fourth limitation is due to a lack of depth in the data 
collected on some variables. Open-ended questions are very appropriate 
for an exploratory study because they eliminate some of the bias of 
perceived ideas and they do elicit a great quantity of information. 
However, it would have been very useful if respondents had been asked 
the degree or extent a certain resource was used in various instances. 
Thus, a combined interviewing procedure of taped interview with ea 
ended questions and a score sheet to indicate the extent certain re- 
sources were used, would have given more accurate, specific information 
which would have proven more useful in the analysis. 

A related limitation resulted when ea one indicated that 
a relative acted as a resource for the family. The interviewer did not 
require the father to clarify whether it was a relative on his side or 
his wife's. Thus the data could only be analyzed on the basis of 
"families with relatives in the city" and "families with no relatives 
in the city. It is unfortunate that we could not see if the wife's 
relatives were used as a resource for the family to the same degree 


as the husband's relatives, or what trends were evident. 


92 


aes 


nee ‘TO7/ %s a RT: a 4 Bail ee 


fen! ett mbodtigh Ip tual ge leeks ab Bureebapts 
5 a 2 iJ : 1 


ole i = Lian wagons “ct iy OES 


we 


ie Vp tee a ~~ ay] 


a ee wt stadt wee sensei 
wp behead tat. Sp aed Semcaty poay orto’ at gate bana 


waneagg 27 4% oelae oa rman * teaaiechassl —_ ae 


i voll ef Aaite afe ‘initanen yer © dante te . 
~ ~My «sie Kreme og we iit S wanuengnsit soled 
ceoay detains. ahh yiiecttnae’ of tombe grisea hee aBoniee 
eran: eitiener etetgton _ stetp stat Hine niaien eagTee 
whee Dee ligt Al fet eed’. erie atetm a 
mize Mite paabeipers Ver det! Keer & tonithett hatatet “ho 
ye rat th ‘ af) wart at *) oosveepy a we befen ju tena ‘3 
s: oe Md : y Oy "new Wl is oF ab ase eu kopere 


x Ore 
> an iw 5nd L co fiw ad ae Plot” Fo a ils -diaent atta wind 


ote Pde bilwe cease ai: “etd ote of Bee bd odes hss vi we ttaa® 


ipt iw a) can dort bly.» “epee ote mola er Bi)” uP els atts a 


“aterh. cia ad of efieat ond Sot geen ts «en tomer viet wovitteloy 


fA @ ‘hentia a 368 


oe ie rao 


(pies auaw Ghee? Obits 


af 


93 


A fifth limitation may be found in the placing of responses 
into categories. As much of the data was descriptive, this was not 
considered a limitation for the coding of most variables, but could 
have led to error in some. For this reason, the 50 variables in 
Table 7 were recoded by another coder to check for reliability in the 
original coding. 

The sixth limitation is that the majority of the data collected 
was based on recall of the sample. Selective memory on behalf of the 
respondents may have resulted in biased or inaccurate data. 

The final limitation of the study may be due to having a 
female interviewer. Although no overt antagonism to the researcher was 
experienced, some fathers were critical of their wives. It is possible 
the respondents may have minimized their problems in reorganizing their 


families, in order to appear competent to the female researcher. 


IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 


Introduction - This exploratory study has implications for 
further research in two major areas: the single-parent father and 
the children in a male-headed single-parent family. These areas will 


be discussed in the order given above. 


The father - The findings indicate that fathers vary in the 
degree of past participation in eheiatcare tasks in the PiOcpanent 
family. As well, they generally assume the child-care tasks them- 
selves in the single parent family. 

In order to evaluate the degree of role-reorganization and 


role-overload the father experiences upon becoming a single-parent, 
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research must indicate in greater detail the degree and extent of his 
participation in the Pieeoment home and in the Be eter ant home. As 
well, more specific data on the degree and extent that certain tasks 
are changed or omitted, will provide greater insight into how agency 
parent fathers (and mothers) cope with role-overload and role-reorgan- 
ization. 

Insights into the management of Bi at sen in the Eipie- 
parent family, may enable support agencies to counsel Bee ree caren 
on how to manage their time and resources most efficiently relative to 
their particular situation. As well, with this information, support 
services can be designed so that help is available when it is most 
needed and of greatest benefit to the family. Hopefully readjustment 
of the family, particularly in the task area, would then be less a 


matter of trial and error. 


The children - The implications of being in a male-headed 
mest narent family are not clear for the children involved. Some 
research indicates that the child's role in the family is expanded to 
assume the tasks of the mother (Bedell, 1971; George and Wilding, 
1972). The findings of this study and Tobres (1975) do not concur 
with that finding. 

A research design, using a matched control group, would 
control for developmental changes within the family. As well, it 
would provide for a comparison between children's roles in two-parent 
families, fale Headed Srcieeescent families and Peneie Headed angle. 
parent families. It may be that children of a certain sex or age 


will suffer role-reorganization and role-overload as well as the 
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father. For example, the oldest girl may become the mother of the 
family. 

It is not known what implications eae and Pores 
reorganization may have for the normal adjustment and development of 
a child. Research findings in this area could be relevant to see 
selling agencies and applied in court decisions awarding custody of 
children to either parent. 

As well, single fathers expressed considerable concern over 
meeting the affective needs of the family adequately. Research and 
literature on the development and adjustment of children in Raesrenica 
Bele oarent families would enable them to be confident that they are 
doing a good job, nee they must re-evaluate and change some 
aspects of their parenting in order to avoid Peter 

_A further finding in this study may have implications for 
the adjustment of the children in melesheaded mre ec oacert families. 
The finding is that 5/20 fathers did not have all the children in the 
original family with him. Research could investigate the relative 
advantages and disadvantages of losing a parent as well as siblings, 
or losing a parent and sharing one parent's resources among other 
siblings. Research into this area could guide the courts in awarding 
custody in cases in which both parents desire the children. As well, 
literature in this area may enable parents to reach a decision rae 
Bec: as to whether dividing the family would be in the best eee 


ests of the children and the parents. 
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APPENDIX A: ENCLOSURES SENT TO AGENCIES 
AND THE FATHERS 


1. Letter to the agency. 
2. Letter to the fathers. 
3. Information sheet on research. 


h. Return card. 
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FACULTY OF HOME ECONOMICS 


403+ 432-3824 THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA - EDMONTON, CANADA T6G 2E2 


#102, 10230 - 11h St., 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


May 18, 1976. 


Some time ago, I contacted you about a 
master's thesis I am doing at the University of Alberta. 
In my research, I will investigate how a single-parent 
father provides for the child-care tasks normally done 
by the mother. My data will be collected during a 
personal interview of approximately one hour in length. 


My problem is in acquiring a sample of single- 
parent fathers who are raising children on their own. I 
realize that client information is privileged and I also 
realize that you are very busy. As a means of obtaining 
the names of single-parent fathers with 2 minimum of 
intrusion on your work, I'm asking you to help me by 
giving each single-parent father an envelope containing 
the attached letter and post card. 


If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 32-5771 during the day, and ),88-3328 in the evenings. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 


‘Sincerely, 


Sandra K. White 
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FACULTY OF HOME ECONOMICS 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA - EDMONTON, CANADA T6G 2E2 


#102, 10230 - 11) St., 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


May 18, 1976. 


Dear Father: 


It is commonly thought that single parents 
are women. The majority of single parents are, but 
over 20% of single-parent families, have fathers as 
the head. 


In research for my master's thesis at the 
University of Alberta, I am investigating how a single- 
parent father accomplishes the child-care tasks usually 
done by the mother in a two-parent home. I would like 
to talk to you about how you manage your home; specifi- 
cally in the areas of day-care and supervision of those 
children who need it, meal preparation, and other 
essential tasks related to the care of children. I 
expect that an interview would take approximately an 
hour. 


The sharing of the experiences and insights 
that you have acquired in caring for your children, will 
be of great help to me. At the same time, our discussion 
may be of interest to you. Your participation in this 
research will be greatly appreciated and I am looking 
forward to talking with you. If you will complete the 
enclosed post-card, I'll be in contact with you soon. 


Sincerely, 


Sandra White. 
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YOU MAY BE WONDERING... 


HOW WAS MY NAME OBTAINED? 


Private and city run child-care services were provided with 
letters and requested to forward the information you have 
received, on to single-parent fathers using their facilities. 


HOW DO I PARTICIPATE? 


Print your name, address and phone number on the enclosed 
response card. You will be contacted in a few days for an 
interview at your convenience. 


WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO IN AN INTERVIEW? 


Spend approximately an hour in your home talking with the 
interviewer, answering questions on a questionnaire. 


WHAT WILL THE INTERVIEW BE ABOUT? 


The interviewer will ask you questions about how you manage 
your home in the area of child-care, as a single-parent 
father. 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO MY ANSWERS? 


All information given is confidential. Your answers will be 
combined with those of the other fathers participating, and 
then analyzed. They will then be incorporated into a master's 
thesis. You may have a summary of the findings if you wish. 


WHY SHOULD I PARTICIPATE? 


Those who have participated in studies like this have described 
the experience as "interesting" and "a pleasant experience". 


The ONLY way new knowledge can be obtained is by people like 
yourself participating in studies like this. The vast major- 
ity of research done to date has been on single-parent mothers. 
It is not known what the problems or strengths of single- 
parent fathers may be. Research such as this study will help 
to provide this needed knowledge. 


Only YOU have the information needed by this research. YOUR 
contribution is VERY IMPORTANT. ss 
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RESPONSE CARD 


| will participate (_} 
| would like more information;please phone me (_} 
~| donot wish to share my experience C) 
(Please Print) hy 
ame: _ 
Address: 
Phone: 
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APPENDIX B: INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE AND 
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA SHEET 
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CHILD SUPERVISTON 


What arrangements did you have for child-supervision while you 
were at work when your wife was with you? 


What substitute care did you find immediately after she was no 
longer in the home? 


At present, how are your children cared for while you are at work? 


--method of care and age of each child. 


What other supervision arrangements have you made in the past for 


each child? 
--at what age? 
--for how long? 


Why were arrangements changed, if they were? 


What do you consider to be the advantages” of your present arrang 
ments? 


What do you cons der to be the disadvantages of your present 
arrangements? 


What do you think an “ideal arrangement” for child-care would be 
for you and your children? 


Why is this “ideal arrangement" not being used? 


Cea 


(a) Who cares for the children when they are sick and unable 


to go to szhool? 


(b) Who takes the children for overnight stays if necessary? 


(c) Who takes the children for a long stay if necessary? 
if you don't take them on your vacation. 

(d) Who does evening babysitting? 

(e) Who cares for the children during school holidays? 


Of the situations listed in 10(a) to 10(e), could you indicate 
which is most problematic. 


Do you ever take the children with you to adult functions rather 
than leave them with a babysitter? 


Why do you do this? 


Do you think older children in the family supervise the younger 
children more now than they would in a two-parent home? 


At what times do as children in the family supervise younger 
children? 


From your experiences, do you have any suggestions for improving 
the possibilities of child-care for single parents? 
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18. 


19. 


MEAL PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN 


While your wife was with you, who prepared the majority of the 
children's meals? 


Who prepared them immediately after she was no longer in the home? 
During the work week, who prepares breakfast for the children? 
Who do (you) (they) prepare breakfast? 

During the work week who prepares lunches for the children? 

Why is this alternative used? 

During the work week, who prepares supper for the children? 

Why is this alternative used? 


Does your weekly routine vary on the weekend? In what way--for 
breakfasts, lunch and supper? 


Did you have much experience in cooking before you became a single 
parent? 


How do you feel about preparing family meals? 


Did you have any other alternatives in preparing meals other than 
cooking yourself? 


Have you noticed a change in the family's meals since you've been 
a single-parent family? e.g. lighter meals, more irregular, 
greater use of prepared foods, no desserts, less satisfied with 
them, better than before. 


Do you recognize special occasions with special meals or foods? 
e.g. birthday cakes, Easter, Christmas. 


When your wife was with you, did your family recognize special 
occasions with special meals or foods? e.g. birthday cakes on 
birthdays, Easter, Christmas. 


To what extent do the children help with 
--meal preparation? 
--clean-up? 


Why do they help? 


Do you think they do more in the area of meal preparation and 
clean-up than they would if you have a two-parent home? 


Do you think you and the children are invited out for dinner more 
since you've become a single parent? 

-«to relatives. 

--to friends. 
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PURCHASE AND CARE OF CLOTHING 

Who shopped for children's clothing when your wife was with you? 

If your wife did, did you shop with her for the children's clothing? 
Who purchases the majority of the children's clothing now? 

How do you feel about doing this task? 


If you purchase the children's clothing, do you look for certain 
care or wear characteristics? 


Are you able to give consideration to style, Ree fads and the 
children's personal preference? 


Who did the majority of the children's laundry and ironing when your 
wife was with you? 


Who does the laundry for the children now? 

Why is this alternative used? 

Did you do laundry for the family before you became a single parent? 
How do you feel about doing this task? 

Who does the ironing for the children? 

Why is this alternative chosen? 


Did you do ironing for the children before you became a single 
parent? 


How do you feel about doing this task? 


Who did minor mending and repairs on the children's clothing before 
you became a single parent family? 


Who does this task now? 
Why is this alternative used? 


If you do this, how do you feel about it? 


GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT SINGLE-FATHERHOOD 


Did you have any other alternatives other than caring for your 
children yourself? 


How do you feel about single fathers raising children on their own 
as compared to single mothers raising children on their own? 
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12. 


13. 


1h. 


15. 


iG. 


17. 


19. 


Have you used the services of any social agencies such as F.L.C., 
City Social Services, Catholic Family and Child Services? For 
what purpose? Were they helpful? 


Have you ever had to request for days off, or flexibility in 
hours from your place of employment in order to provide care for 
the children? 


What has been the reaction, if any, of your employer and colleagues 
to your single-parent situation? 


Are you as able to work overtime or take on extra work as you were 
before you became a single parent family? 


In order to provide care for your children, have you ever considered 
quitting work and staying home with them, even if it meant going on 
Social assistance? 


Why have you not chosen this alternative? 
Do you think men should be encouraged to use this alternative? 


Have the additional responsibilities and tasks you've had to do as 
a single parent decreased the amount of time you spend on recrea- 
tional interests and social activities? 


If it has, how do you feel about this? 


Can you think of any things your wife did for the children or the 
family, which is no longer done because you think it is unimpor- 
tant or you don't have time, etc? 


Has being a single parent family changed the amount of time you 
spend with your children? Please explain. 


Since becoming a single parent family, has the type of activities 
you do with your children changed, other than those related to 
their changing age and interests? 


Since becoming a single parent family, do you feel that your 
relationship with your children has changed? In what way? 


Do you feel a single-parent father can meet the emotional needs of 
children as effectively as a single-parent mother? As a two-parent 
family? 


In general, what do you think the major problems of single-parent 
fathers are? 


What problems did you find particularly difficult at the beginning 
of being a single-parent father? 


What have you found to be the most continuing problem in being a 
single-parent father? 
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22. 


Could you identify a single greatest concern in being a single- 
parent father that you would not have as a father in a two-parent 
home? 


Could you identify a single greatest satisfaction in being a 
single-parent father? 


The last word is yours. Do you have anything you'd like to add 
indicating other areas of concern of single-parent fathers; any 
insights you have acquired through your experiences? 
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


Please complete the following questionnaire. Circle the answer which is 
correct for you. If the question does not offer a choice that reflects 
your answer, fill in your own. 


il. 


What is your relationship to the children you are caring for? 


a. father d. brother 
b. legal guardian e. ‘other (please state) 
ce. uncle 


State the number of children in your care 3 the total number 
of children in the original family a 


What are the ages and sex of the children in your care? 


ue Sex 


Are you presently 


a. separated 


bd. divorced 
Ce. Widowed 
d. unwed 


Into which group does your present age fall? 


a. 15-20 Oe EES 
be. 21-25 g. 6-50 
@. ~26-30 h. 57-55 
d.  31=35 ie) 56-00 
ee 36-0 a e 61-65 


How long have you been a single parent? 


a. 3-6 mos. d. 2-3 years 
b. 7 mos.-1 year e. h-5 years 
c. 1-2 years . f. over 5 years 


How many years did you live with your wife? 
Are you employed? 


a. full time 
b. part-time 
c. presently unemployed 
d. other (please state) 
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10. 


(aS 


Bic 


1h. 
15. 


How many hours per week does your work keep you away from your 


home? 


Into which of the following groups do your gross earnings fall? 


a. under $1,999 zig 
b. $5,000-7,1,99 ge 
ec. $7,500-9,999 h. 
d. $10,000-12,199 a, 
e. $12,500-1),999 | je 


If you are receiving income from 
would the total gross amount per 


a. $0-299 d. 
b. $300-99 e. 
ce. $500-699 ED 


$15 000-17 ,99 
$17,500-19,999 
$20,000-22 1199 
$22 ,500-2h,,999 
$25,000 and over 


other sources, into which group 
month fall? 


$700~899 
$900-1 ,099 
$1 5100-1 ,299 


Would you number the following areas of child care from least (1) 


to most () problematic for you. 


(a) Child supervision while at work. 
(b) Preparation of meals for the children. 


(c) Purchase and care of clothing for the children. 


(d) Other that is more so than any of the above 


Do you have any adult relatives living in the city of Edmonton? 
Please list them all and state the relationship between you. 


If you are separated or divorced, does your wife live in the city? 


To what extent does she see the children generally? 


a. Daily (how many hours?) 


b. Weekly (how many days, hours?) 
c. Monthly (how many days, hours?) 
d. Yearly (how many months, weeks, days?) 


e. Other (please explain) 
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APPENDIX CG: INSIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIPS 


A. Families grouped by income. 
B. Families grouped by number of children. 


C. Families grouped by mother in or out of the home in the two- 
parent family. 


D. Families grouped by time a single-parent family. 
E. Families grouped by the ages of the children. 


F, Families grouped by number of hours the father's work takes him 
out of the home. . 


G. Families grouped by the presence of relatives in the city. 
Relationships which proved to be insignificant were not 


included in the data analysis. However in order to aid or direct 


further research they have been included in this Appendix. — 


44¢ 


a 
1 
a 
5 


> 


ree <i sit ret cated ‘, of sn ak 


ce Oe Sees ged Oth al ae: ae ‘i 
bowie’ “ei bide ar ieee ere ‘aSemienn; eel ait OF 
OU : } 


in me 


io > 


Be See 
ay ene? denis, 


antes tit ag 


‘ee 


Pre, a eee ane 


it 6, ao + a) ees Rie 


: Far ae 


rs Das 
goes ich ot 


turer ai mat? wot he ba tahh ene: sail ino 


its . a 7 7 
P - ae’ —==t 4a W- A 
of § 
- j 
i i 
base Z aot. om a 
: : e : 
| 
« ctl | 
; aya 
=, 
o 4 : 
ie? 7 
~. os 
: = ! 
Z = 
; ¢ if 
= il s i 
, aa < AiG A 
S 5 a tae 
4 
x 
a ‘ 
a = t a - * 
- : + 
ta <. i ms os 
ap® 
5 
o * 
a 
= : * ti 
- 4 oa zs” é : ey 


A. Low income (11), less than $15,000; and high income (9) more than 
$15,000 crosstabulated with: 


Level 
of sig. 
1. time a single-parent (less than 2 years, more than £182 
2 years) 
2. reason child-care arrangements changed: 
=-maturation of children 097% 
~~live-in housekeeper quit 578% 
««help or day-care unsatisfactory - 60+ 
-~-changed for greater convenience 221% 
3. advantages of child-care arrangements: 
=~convenience 2527 
=~educational day-care programs 6% 
--economical 068% 
hh. disadvantages of child-care arrangements: 
=-inconvenience 20% 
--no disadvantages 25% 
5. ideal child-care arrangements 09% 
6. ideal child-care arrangements not used: 
~-economical impractical - 395% 
~-difficult to find a steady live-in housekeeper - 395% 
+-ideal, other than a live-in housekeeper not available 630% 
--ideal is used - 60h 
(2 general suggestions for helping single-parent fathers: 
--equal corsideration in the courts -156% 
8. evening babysitting is generally done by: 
--teen-agers «31 0% 
9. fathers or others prepare supper 630% 
Or fathers experience with cooking before marriage 903% 
io consideration of styles: 
-—tries to give consideration to style 156% 
=-more practical than style conscious deen 
--cost is the greatest concern 068% 
12. mending task is now accomplished by: 
--throwing clothing out - 60% 


lror both chi-square and Fisher's Exact Test has been set at 
p = .05 one-tailed test of significance. 


exindicates Fisher's Exact Test was the test of significance. 
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16. 
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23. 
2h. 


Level 
of sig. 


reason for alternative used to accomplish the mending 


tasks 
-«can't afford to throw it out ol21% 
--article is not worth the time it takes to mend it - 395% 


fathers use of agencies: 


~~-yes they did and received help 32% 
--yes they did, but did not receive help 119% 
reason for contacting the agency: 
-—~to find a housekeeper 02 72% 
+=-for subsidized housing 289% 
~«to find a day-care or home-care facility : .156% 
--subsidized child-care -068% 
interference with work and being a single-parent . 630% 
reaction of employer: 
«<employer has been a problem li50% 
--co-workers show no reaction 09% 
--employers don't know «221+ 
able to do overtime since becoming a single-parent 52 
number of hours at work (less than 1, more than h0O) 079% 
quitting work was not an alternative 237% 
stigma of being on welfare 2535% 
should single fathers be encouraged to go on welfare: 
--they should not be encouraged ~ 625% 
--neither single-parent mothers or fathers should .21 6% 
--alternative should be available if desired . 630% 
--alternative should only be available under special . 630% 
circumstances , 
single-parenthood's affect on recreational time sec 
omission of tasks oly) 
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Number of children, one (7), two (9), and three or more (l) in the 
family with: 


10. 


ile 
12. 


Us 


Level 

of Sig. 
fathers working less than 1 hours and more than )O 37h 
-hours per week 
fathers earning less than $15,00 and more than $15,000 «021 
mothers in the home and out of the home in the two-parent .329 
family 
change or no change in past supervision arrangements eet 
reasons arrangements were changed: 
=-maturation of the children -958 
=-original arrangements temporary -t25 
~<live-in housekeeper quit 07h 
=-help or day-care unsatisfactory 0315 
~-changed for greater convenience .809 
--no changes 277 
advantages of present child-care arrangements: 
~-warmth of sitter with children Sey) 
==convenience ASiSy 
--educational day-care programs siiae 
disadvantages of present child-care arrangements: 
--inconvenient 836 
=-concern that supervision is inadequate 232 
--no disadvantages mena 
ideal child-care arrangements 2235 
ideal is not being used: 
--economically impractical .058 
-~ideal is being used . 2h, 
--ideal (other than live-in housekeeper is not «re0 

presently available 

wno cares for the child when sick: 
~+-father «765 
--others oA S) 
who cares for child on father's overnight absences; -765 
hasn't occurred or others 
who cares for child during father's longer absences; 598 
hasn't occurred or others 
greatest problem in child supervision 343 
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22. 
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2h. 
25. 


26. 


27. 


20's 


father takes children to adult functions 


reasons father takes children: 

--can't get supervision 

--children are well behaved enough to take them 
~~it's a learning experience for the child 
--doesn't take them 


who prepares supper, father or others 
father's feelings about meal preparation 
recognize special occasions now 


did you recognize special occasions in a two-parent 
home 


extent that children help with food preparation: 
«-often help with food preparation 

=-often help with wash up 

--often sets the table 

~-too young to help 

=«helps only occasionally 

--don't expect them to help 


invited out more since a single-parent 
invited out to friends, relatives or both 


who purchases children's clothing: 
--father 
--others 


father's feelings about buying clothing 


consideration for style, color, preference: 
=~tries to give some consideration 

=-more practical than style conscious 
--cost is the greatest concern 


laundry is now done by: 
--father 


who does the ironing now: 
=-others 
--not done 


who does the mending now: 
~-father 

~~others 

--not done 
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29. 
30. 


Bike 


Be. 


33. 
3h. 
35. 
36. 


BHP 
38. 


39. 


ho. 


relatives would have taken children 


Single-parent mothers compared to single-parent others: 

=-fathers need more help until new skills are learned 

--fathers and mothers have equal potential to raise 
~children 

--being a single-parent is hard and involves adjustments 
for both men and women 


the fathers! use of agencies: 

--yes and received help 

=-yes, but did not receive help 

--no attempt to contact agencies made 


the reason for contacting the agency: 

=-to find a housekeeper 

-~to find housing assistance 

-=-to find subsidized child-care 

--to find a home-care or day-care facility 


interference of single-parenthood with work 


Level 
of Sig. 
621 


546 
27) 


lh2 


587 
he 
317 


«25 
<2 
.890 
196 


ein 


being able to work overtime since becoming a single-parent .17h 


was quitting work ever considered; yes or no 


should men be encouraged to go on welfare: 

~-Single-parent fathers should not be encouraged to do so 

=-neither single-parent mothers or fathers should do so 

=-the alternative should be available 

--the alternative should be available under special 
circumstances only 


omission of tasks in the area of child-care 
change in time spent with children 


reasons for spending more time: 

=-easier to take them places with him 
--father is the only parent 

--less time is spent, due to extra housework 


changes in activities with the children: 
«+-father deliberately plans new activities 
-~father takes children more places with him 
«=-they do more around the home together 
«-less outdoor activity, more indoor play 
--activities haven't changed 
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546 


120 


Tee, 


4 hy yin eae ? 
2nd at | v 4 bs hy lay i 


! 


re 


tai, Fi 


= 


| tit-saigh ite Raactisteden SBR seni 
4 eerige) pape a biases rt) a 


: is ie) gina q-nlyere Ne a 
th 8 Lal io dyn ae ye 
(aay aN, en oR i 


‘ ; a re 7 el 


fee as Haven 
ples 
ih “seme i fee 
(eee c wo ‘eal eal 

fe Pret Venn (e bie 3 " - te an 2, 
. > 


pris iod LDA rir ent ih Aint eased ca 


ahhh oS ea ae oa 
i we) big ar alten mises ae 
ali! Spier oon en? 
; fnavas 4 va atl 
RHE ft .netey 2 brit.” oe malt einai 


pale alba Fe or) 
eR yce ror eai tn a 
ic habe uth ae, a te 


* Jag Fweayory re 
Noi : 


Mis 
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hh. 


changes in relationship with the children: 
-+father has grown closer to children 
--children have become more dependent 
+~children are more expressive 

--father and children always close 


capacity of single-parent mothers and fathers to meet 
emotional needs: 

--a single-parent father can't meet emotional needs as 
~well as single-parent mother 

--a single-parent father can meet emotional needs, it 
--- depends on the individuals 

=-a two-parent family is most effective 

--a single-parent family can be effective 


initial problems of being a single parent: 
--regaining emotional stability of the family 


alternatives to keeping children; had alternatives and 
didn't have alternatives or look for them 
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CG. Mother in (9) or out (11) of the home in the two-parent family 


with: 
Level 
of Sig. 
1. being a single-parent family less than two years or - 500% 
more than two-years 
2. the amount of time the mother visits a year, less -500* 
than 1 hours per year, more than 0 hours 
3. child-care imnediately after the wife left: 
-=relatives 289% 
=-day-care centers 21% 
=+boarded 450% 
--babysitter in the home 450% 
h. past supervision arrangements, many changes or no «395% 
changes in original arrangements 
5. advantages of present arrangements: 
--convenience «20% 
6. disadvantages of present arrangements: 
=sintruder in the home -189% 
~<inconvenient 6b 
==concern that supervision may be inadequate 625% 
--no disadvantages 025% 
7. ideal child-care arrangements 119 
8. children's meals in a two-parent home <102 
9. father's experience in cooking before married 179 
10. father's feelings about meal preparation .899 
11. changes in family meals: 
--more basic meals do7 ex 
=-more satisfied with meals . 369% 
=+less satisfied with meals 550% 
==no increase in the use of convenience foods 625% 
«-increased use of convenience foods -068% 
~smore quick-cook meals «37% 
--no changes 369% 
12. who shopped for children's clothing before -269 
13. laundry and ironing in the two-parent family 0221% 


1h. mending for children in the two-parent family «1,09 
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10% 


17. 
18. 
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20. 
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22. 


23. 


the fathers' use of agencies: 
~«yes and received help 

=-yes but did not receive help 
--no attempt to contact agency 


reason for contacting the agency: 
=-housing assistance 

=«subsidized child-care 

--find a home-care or day-care facility 


interference of single-parenthood with work 


fathers' views of single-parent mothers and single-parent 

fathers 

--being a single-parent is hard and involves adjustments 

--for «both 

+-fathers need more help until new skills are learned 

--fathers and mothers have equal potential to raise 
children alone 


omission of tasks now 
change in time spent with children 


changes in activities with children: 
--activities haven't changed 


changes in relationship with children: 
-~father has grown closer to the children 
--father has grown apart from children 


whether single-parent fathers or mothers can best meet 
emotional needs of children: 

--Single-parent fathers can't meet emotional needs as 
-~well as mothers 

=sa single-parent father can meet emotional needs 

«<a two-parent family is most effective 

--a single-parent family can be as effective 
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Length of time a single-parent, less than two years (10) or more 
than two years (10), with: 


Level 
of Sig. 
amount of time the mother visits - 320% 
past supervision arrangements 2.151% 
reasons arrangements changed: 
--maturation of children -500* 
--no changes 0151% 
advantages of present arrangements: 
--convenience -32h% 
disadvantages of present arrangements: 
-+inconvenient 675% 
--no disadvantages 231% 
ideal child-care arrangements «319 
who cares for children when sick: 
--father stays home 21 7h 
--others 18% 
greatest problem in child supervision ~795 
who prepares supper, father or others -500* 
father's feelings about meal preparation Ol 
changes in family meals: 
--more basic .500% 
--more satisfied 500% 
--less satisfied .500* 
--no increase in the use of convenience foods - 798% 
~-increased use of convenience foods - 708% 
--more quick-cook meals 291% 
--no changes 500% 
family invited out more since a single-parent family 328% 
who does the laundry now: 
--father -500* 
--others 08) 
who purchases children's clothing, father or others -500%* 
father's feelings about buying clothing 165 
who does the ironing now: 
--father 675% 
--others 236% 


--not done 328% 
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29. 


fathers feelings about ironing 


who does the mending now: 
=~father 

--others 

--not done 


father's feelings about mending 


fathers views of single-parent mothers vs single-parent 

fathers: 

=-fathers need more help until new skills are learned 

--fathers and mothers have equal potential to raise 

~~ children 

--being a single-parent is hard and involves adjustments 
for both 


the fathers use of agencies: 
=-yes and received help 

=-yes, but did not receive help 
--no attempt to contact an agency 


reason for contacting an agency: 

--find a housekeeper 

--housing assistance 

--find a child-care or home-care facility 


reaction of employer and co-workers to single-parenthood: 
--co-workers express interest and concern 

=-co-workers show no reaction 

--employer, co-workers don't know 


father able to do overtime since becoming a single-parent 


should fathers be encouraged to go on welfare: 

--they should not be encouraged 

-~-neither single-parent mothers or fathers should be 
encouraged 

~-~the alternative should be available under special 
circumstances 


has single-parenthood affected recreational time 
omission of tasks 

change in amount of time spent with children 
reasons for spending more time: 

--easier to take them places with him 

--father is the only parent in the home 


--father plans to spend more time 
--less time is spent due to extra housework 
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changes in activities with children: 
--father deliberately plans new activities 
~+-father takes children more places with 
-+they do more around the home together 
~-they have less outdoor activity 
--activities haven't changed 


changes in relationship with children: 
--father has grown closer to children 

--father has grown apart from children 
-=-children have become more dependent 

--father and children always close 


how single-parent mothers and fathers meet emotional needs: 


=-Single-parent fathers can't meet emotional needs 
--a Single-parent father can meet emotional needs 


«=a two-parent family is most effective 


--a single-parent family can be as effective 


what alternatives the father had other than caring for 


the children himself: 
--other alternatives 
--no alternatives, or didn't look for any 
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E. Families grouped according to the ages of the children: preschool 
(6), both preschool and school-aged (5), and school-aged children 
(9), with: 


Level 

SfgSLe. 
1. amount of time the mother visits ~855 
2. past supervision arrangements KEP 


3. the number of hours the father works, less than li1, more .9)5 
than lO. 


h. advantages of present child-care arrangements: 
--convenience 2396 


5. disadvantages of present child-care arrangements: 
--no disadvantages 2209 


6. ideal child-care arrangements SiO 


7. reason ideal is not being used: 


=-economically impossible -156 

--ideal is heing used AETAM 
8. who cares for child when sick: 

+-father stays home 652 

--others care for the child 603 
9. who cares for child when father is away overnight, $23 


doesn't occur or others 


10. who cares for child when father is away for longer 0215 
absences, doesn't occur or others 


11. greatest problem in child supervision -632 
12. the father taking children to adult functions -858 
13. who prepares supper, fathers or others alet 
1h. father's feelings about meal preparation Boee 
15. do fathers recognize special occasions hoe 80 
16. fathers being invited out more since a single-parent wet5 
family 
17. who purchases clothing for the children: 
~-fathers 2195 
--others - 363 


18. father's feelings about buying clothing -091 
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205 
29. 


30. 
31". 
Be. 


consideration for style, fads, etc.: 
--tries to give consideration 


who does the laundry now: 
+-fathers 
--others 


who does the mending now: 
~-fathers 

-~others 

--not done 


who does the ironing now: 
--father 
--not done 


reason ironing alternatives are used: 
--non-iron clothing 


father's feelings about ironing 


father's use of agencies: 
--yes, but did not receive help 
--no attempt to contact an agency 


reason for contacting the agency: 
-+find a housekeeper 
--subsidized child-care 


father being able to do overtime since becoming a 
single-parent 


was quitting work considered 


should men be encouraged to go on welfare: 

--single-parent fathers should not be encouraged to 

—“so on welfare ; 

--neither single-parent mothers or fathers should 

-- be encouraged to do so 

--the alternative should be available for fathers if 
they want it 

--the alternative should be available under special 
circumstances 


interference of single-fatherhood with recreation time 
omission of tasks 


change in amount of time spent with children 
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35. 


36. 


37. 
36. 
39. 


reasons for the change in amount of time: 
«-easier to take them with him 

++father is the only parent in the home 

--less time is spent with children due to extra 
~~ housework 

--father tries to plan to spend more time 


changes in activities with children: 

--changed because father deliberately plans new 
- activities 

«-father takes children more places with him 
=-they do more around the home together 

=-less outdoor activity, more indoors 
--activities haven't changed 


changes in the relationship with children: 
--father has grown closer to children 


father's view of single-parent mothers and single-parent 
fathers: 

--single-parent fathers can't meet emotional needs as 

- well as a single-parent mother 

-“-a Single-parent father can meet emotional needs 

wea two-parent family is most effective 

~-a Single-parent family can be effective 


initial problems of fathers, finding time for things 
continuing problems of fathers, finding time for things 


initial problems experienced by fathers: 
--regaining emotional stability for the family 
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F. Fathers working less than forty-one hours (11) and fathers working 
more than forty hours (9), with: 


Level 
Of s5Le. 
1. past supervision arrangements 395% 
2. reasons arrangements changed: 
=~help or day-care unsatisfactory » 395% 
--no changes . 375% 
--changed for greater convenience 578% 
3. advantages of present day-care arrangements 
--convenience 05 35% 
«-educational day-care programs 0156% 
--economical .216% 
h. disadvantages of present day-care arrangements: 
=-inconvenient 156% 
--no disadvantages OTs 
5. ideal child-care arrangement 592 
6. ideal not being used: 
=~economically impractical . 60) 
+-difficult to find a reliable live-in housekeeper -09 7% 
--ideal, other than a live-in housekeeper is not . 630% 
-- presently available 
--ideal is being used «221% 
7. greatest problem in child supervision Oly 
8. improving possibilities of child supervision: 
--extend day-care hours and facilities 37% 
9. who prepares supper, father or others 630% 
10. father's feelings about meal preparation alt9 
11. changes in family meals 
--more basic aoe = 
~-more satisfied now 101% 
--no changes -630 
12. who buys the children's clothing: 
--father ~578% 
--others . 630% 
13. father's feelings about buying clothing Ol 


1h. who does the laundry now: 
--father 550% 
--others 6h 
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26. 


27. 


reasons for alternative chosen for laundry: 
--more convenient for father to do it 


who does the ironing now: 
~-father 

=-others 

--not done 


reason alternative used for ironing: 
--use of non-iron clothing saves time 


father's feelings about doing the ironing 


who does the mending now: 
--father 

=-others 

--not done 


reason for using alternative for mending: 
--article not worth the time it takes to fix it 


father's feelings about mending 


father's use of agencies: 
--yes and received help 
--yes, but did not receive help 


reason for contacting agency: 

~-find a housekeeper 

=-housing assistance 

--subsidized child-care 

--find a home-care or child-care facility 


interference of single-parenthood with work 


reaction of employers and co-workers: 
--employer is as accomodating as possible 
=-co-workers express interest and concern 
-~co-workers show no reaction 

--employers and co-workers don't know 


fathers being able to do overtime since becoming a 


single-parent 


should men be encouraged to go on welfare: 


=-single-parent fathers should not be encouraged to do so 
=-neither single-parent mothers or fathers should do so 


==the alternative should be available 


--the alternative should be available under special 


circumstances only 
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36. 


interference of single-parenthood with recreation 
omission of tasks 
change in time spent with children 


reasons for spending more or less time: 

~-father is the cnly parent in the home 

~-less time is spent with children due to extra housework 

--fathers plan in order to spend more time with the 
children 


changes in activities: 

-~father plans new things 

-~father takes children more places with him 
+-they do more around the home together 
--less outdoor activity, more indoor 
--activities haven't changed 


changes in fathers relationship with the children: 
+-father has grown closer to the children 
--father has grown apart from some children 
=-children have become more dependent 

-~-children are more expressive 

--fathers and children always close 


father's view of single-parent mothers vs single-parent 
fathers:~ 

=-Single-parent fathers can't meet emotional needs 

-~a Single-parent father can meet emotional needs 

~-a two-parent family is most effective 

--a single-parent family can be as effective 


initial problems of single-fathers: 
--lack of time 


continuing problems of single fathers: 
--lack of time 


alternatives available to father in assuming care of 
his children: 

~-some alternatives 

--no alternatives available or desired 
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Families with relatives of either the husband or wife in the city 
(13) or families with no relatives in the city (7), with: 


Level 
of Sig. 
care immediately after the wife left: 
--relatives 10% 
child-supervision when the child is sick: 
-~relatives 05% 
child-supervision on the father's overnight absences: 
--relatives 17% 
child-supervision during school holidays: 
--relatives .250% 
alternatives father had to cooking himself: 
--friends and relatives 083% 
--used ready prepared foods -650* 
--eats at restaurants 650% 
fathers invited out more since being a single-parent -500* 
family 
to where the father is invited out, friends, relatives, »590 
or both 
who purchases the children's clothing now: 
--relatives «05% 
mending is now done by: 
--relatives 083% 
alternatives involving relatives available to father -1 7% 
rather than caring for children himself 
father's use of agencies: 
-~-yes and received help .630% 
-~yes, but did not receive help ~276% 
--did not attempt to contact agencies ~ 206% 
father's reasons for contacting the agency: 
~-find a housekeeper 525% 
-+housing assistance 10% 
--subsidized child-care ol 39% 
--find a home-care or day-care facility 391% 
interference of single-parenthood with work 525% 


being able to work overtime since becoming a single-parent .833 


was quitting work considered 66) 
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V7. 


should single-parent fathers be encouraged to go on 

welfare: 

~«single-parent fathers should not be encouraged to do so 

«neither single-parent mothers or fathers should do so 

--the alternative should be available for fathers if they 

---want it 

--the alternative should be available under special 
circumstances only 


initial problems of single-parent fathers: 
--regaining emotional stability of the family 
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APPENDIX D: FREQUENCIES ON NEW VARIABLES 


A. Families grouped by income. 
B. Families grouped by number of children. 


C. Families grouped by mother in or out of the home in the two- 
parent families. 


D. Families grouped by time a single-parent family. 
E. Families grouped by the ages of the children. 


F. Families grouped by number of hours the father's work takes him 
out of the home. 


G. Families grouped by the presence of relatives in the city. 


The frequencies reported here may indicate a trend in the 
use of. resources, and means of coping which can be investigated by 
further research or used to guide the formulation of further research. 
Only those variables showing a difference of three cases have been 
included. It must be noted that the N's of the new groups vary and 
this factor must be considered when assessing the significance of the 


trend. 
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Families grouped by income; those earning less than $15,000 and 
those earning more than $15,000. 


Income Income 
less than more than 
$15,000 $15,000 
N= 11 N= 9 

advantages of child supervision 

arrangements 

--economical h 0 

changes in family meals 

--meals are better now 5 2 


do fathers give consideration to style and 
child's preference in purchasing clothing 
--cost greatest consideration h 0 


fathers who approached agencies 


--yes and received help 8 

--yes but did not receive help 5 1 
--no attempt to contact an agency O 

reasons fathers approached an Beery 

~-to find a housekeeper - 5 2 
~-to find subsidized day-care hh 0 
--to find a day-care facility 6 2 


reaction of employers and employees to 

single-parent father 

--co-workers express interest 3 6 
--co-workers don't know h 1 
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Families grouped by the number of children; one, two or three or 
more children in the family. 


One Two 3 or more 
child children children 
N= 7 N=9 N=) 


Oe 


advantages of present child- 
supervision arrangements 
--convenience 


disadvantages of present child 
care arrangements 
-~-no disadvantages reported 


father takes children to adult 
functions 
--no 


has family been invited out more 
Since a single-parent family 
--yes 


was quitting work considered 
“yes 
--no 


quitting work was not an alter- 

native because 

--standard of living would be too 
greatly reduced 


should single-parent fathers be 

encouraged to go on welfare 

--neither single-parent mothers of 

-~fathers should do so 

--the alternative should be avail- 
able if they want it 


the interference of single-father- 
hood with the father's recreation 
--some 


omission of tasks 
--can't think of any task no longer 


done 


change in time father spends with 
children 
--spends more time 
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12. 


13. 


1h. 


io. 


17. 


One Two 3 or more 
child children children 
N=7 N=9 Nese lies 5 

reasons for change in amount of 

time father spends with the children 

--father is the only parent in the 5 

~~ home 

--father tries and plans to spend ¢) 


more time with the children 


changes in activities with children 
--father takes children more places 3 
-- with him 

--activities haven't changed Z 


changes in father's relationship 

with children 

«--father has grown closer to children h 

--father has grown apart from some @) 

--- children 

--children have become more dependent 5 
on father 


father's views on single-parent mothers 

and single-parent fathers meeting 

emotional needs of children 

--a single-parent father can meet 

--emotional needs 

--a two-parent family is most 5 
effective 


OL 


initial problems of single-parent 

fathers 

--regaining emotional stability of 2 
the family 


concerns of being a single-parent 

father 

--the children are missing a mother's 

-- love and perspective 

--that the children grow up to be h 
normal happy and well-adjusted 


> 


satisfactions of being a single- 
parent father 


--the satisfaction of feeling he 1 
-is doing a good job 
--the enjoyment of watching the 3 


children learn and grow 
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Families grouped by mother in or out of the home in the two-parent 
family. 


Mother Mother 
out of the in the 


ce 


advantages of present child-care arrange- 
ments 


home 


N = 11 


==-convenience 8 h 

--other children to play with 6) 3 

ideal child-supervision arrangement is being 

used 

«difficult to find a live-in housekeeper - 0 5 

--ideal, other than a housekeeper, not pre- 6 1 
sently available 

suggestions, for improving child seperti St oi. 

=-more day-care centers 5 2 

--clearer guidelines for qualifying for subsi- O 3 
~dies and assistance 

-~an increase in day-care standards h 0 

children's meals in the two-parent home 

=-majority done by the mother 5 8 

--shared equally by both parents 3 O 

who shopped for children's clothing in the 

two-parent home 

--both parents shopped 4 1 

father's feelings about buying children's 

clothing 

~-doesn't mind it h 7 

--enjoys it as) 0 

laundry and ironing in the two-parent home 

--shared equally h 1 

father's feelings about ironing 

--doesn't like it % h 

father's feelings about mending 

--dislikes it y) 3 

father's use of agencies 

--no attempt to contact agencies made h 1 

father's reason for contacting an agency 

--to find a housekeeper 1 6 
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13. 


1h. 


15. 


iG. 


changes in father's activities with children 
+-do more around the home 

=-less outdoor activity 

--activities haven't changed 


changes in relationship with children 
--father and children always close, little 
change 


father's views of single-parent mothers and 
Single-parent fathers 

--Single-parent fathers can't meet emotional 
--needs as well as a single-parent mother 
--a single-parent father can meet emotional 
needs as well 

--a two-parent family is most effective 


father's anticipated major problems of single- 
parent fathers 

--overcoming social expectations that fathers 
~-can't be an adequate single-parent 
--spending enough time with the children 


father's initial problems 
~«-obtaining child-supervision 
--regaining emotional stability of the family 


father's satisfactions in being a single- 

parent father 

--the enjoyment of watching the children learn 
and grow 
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Families grouped by time a single-parent; less than two years or 
more than two years. 


Single- Single- 


parent parent 
less than more than 
2 years 2 years 


N = 10 N = 10 


advantages of child-supervision arrangements 
-=warmth of babysitter 
--economical 


fathers' feelings about buying clothing 
--enjoys buying children's clothing 


fathers' views of single-parent fathers 
and single-parent mothers 

~-not as easy for fathers 

-~-fathers need more help at first 


fathers' reason for contacting an agency 
--subsidized day-care 


reaction of employer and co-workers 

~-employer as accommodating as possible 

==co-workers are interested and concerned ~~ 

--co-workers don't know father is a single- 
parent 


fathers who considered quitting work 
--yes 


should men be encouraged to go on welfare 

--neither single-parent fathers or single- 
parent mothers should be encouraged to do so 

--alternative should be available if desired 


fathers who reported change in recreational 
time 
--some 


omission of tasks 
--can't think of things no longer done 


changes in activities with children 
-~do more around the home 
--less outdoor activity 


changes in fathers' relationship with the 


children 
--grown closer to the children 


\Indicates the number of cases 


41 
h 


F-W © 


— 


Of 


T™] emery 


rt 


mk 


° . aay 
wo Enty 


aan aia 
saisits “iprtiae 
a hAY Mo 6% 

v4 


a 


‘ 
eRe oe 


| i 
noietaen! aioli we 


my 
I 
Sh oe — y 
a ee, 
degre ae ; 
vot? “ial a uae 
on pane Se « a oe) ee el A ee ee 
HA i] ic me eT = 


eae I tee eo 


etree eat. poets 


‘t 
e. 
: ‘gga located aocds eymnlagt 
ae. een te iaipaatdiatn'g . 
" ' @nmd t2% ee 
: 


é ~~? ‘on ens ow . Be a Wy 
| oie ch ali 
neg: a yp donde ; moss! aT hel 


i werbentene: 


Bay ee 


} Spee fy at "wise, wre heb 


x - oe <a 
.. oe 4 Se GS | a 
~ 7 bf eet P 
| ear Ay v 
i : al 
‘oo ba ar 1 7 Vi 


Brande bey oral 


an Wi At Sagaattoons ‘wd blonde | 
ok Ve olde ciate 3 Cities tebtgrredinae | 
ne . Wiw 
iit se to ab egarets na begs rad ntetat a5 

oe an 


i. asi 36 oolitpten).Q’ 
t a haa. eye earth Te ean? J dhe, 
Re | : 
| peat. ftw satdiy ites @aegnado 5OF: | 
; ee - eae pt pec habe i 


prtesdca webs: sig” 
ail ie ie tonarltet sit mee 


a 


fu 


ff j i 


1 


i. 


1h. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


Single- 


parent 


less than 
2 years 


N 


fathers! views on single-parent mothers and 
Single-parent fathers meeting emotional 
needs — ie 

--a two-parent family is most effective 


anticipated major problems of single-parent 

fathers 

--overcoming social expectations that fathers 
can't be adequate single-parents 


initial problems of fathers 
--regaining emotional stability of the family 
--establishing new household routines 


continuing problems of fathers 
--child supervision while at work 


concerns of being a single-parent father 
=-illness or injury to father or child 
=«no one to share problems with 
--giving enough love to the child 


satisfactions of being a single-parent father 
--greater appreciation for the chiidren 
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Single- 


parent 
more than 
2 years 
N = 10 
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Families grouped by the ages of the children; families with child- 
ren less than six, families with both school-age and preschool 


children, and families with only school-age children. 


Both 

preschool & 
Preschool school-aged 
children children 
Ee I a), 


disadvantages of child super- 
vision 
--inconvenience @) 2 


greatest problem in child super- 
vision 
--child's sickness 1 1 


if father takes children to 
adult functions 
==116 6 3 


fathers reported being invited 

out to dinner more since a single- 

parent family \ 

--no h 1 


if invited out more 
--to friends 1 2 


should single-parent fathers be 

encouraged to go on welfare 

--Single-parent fathers should 0 1 
not be 


interference of being a single 
father with the father's 
recreational time 


~~a lot 1 @ 

--some h 2 

omission of child-care tasks 

--some tasks omitted or simplified 3 1 

change in time spent with the 

children 

--spends more time 5 3 

reasons for spending more time 

--father is the only parent in 3 ) 
the home 

--father tries and plans to spend 0 3 


more time with the children 


School 
aged 
children 
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Both 
preschool & School- 
Preschool school-aged aged 


children children children 
N=76 N 215 N= 99 
changes in father's activities 
with the children 
-+father takes children more 5 1 fe) 
places with him 
--they do more around the home 1 0 h 
- together 
--activities haven't changed 1 h h 
changes in relationship with 
children 
--children have become more h @) 5 
-~dependent on father 
--children are more expressive @) @) Ly 
- and share more with father 
--father and children have always 0 3 1 


been ‘close, no change 


fathers! views of single-parent 

mothers and single-parent fathers 

--Single-parent fathers can't 2 O 3 
meet emotional needs as well 

-~as a Single-parent mother 

--a two-parent family is most hh hh i, 
effective 


initial problems of single- 
parent fathers 


--regaining emotional stability 1 3 5 

- of the family 

--establishing a new household e 2 ) 
routine 


continuing problem of single- 

parent fathers 

=-~child supervision while at work 

--being solely responsible for 
all decisions concerning the 
children 


WO 
jo) 
oO 


satisfactions of single-parent 

fathers 

--satisfaction he is doing a 0 3 3 
good job 
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Families grouped by the number of hours the father's work takes 
him out of the home; 0 hours or less or )}1 hours or more. 


Works Works 
hO hours 1 hours 
or Lless***-"or more 
N= 11 N=.9 
fathers' feelings about meal preparation 
--enjoys cooking h @) 
changes in family meals 
~-more basic, less elaborate 5 2 
--more satisfied with meals 2 5 
mending task now done by 
--relatives h 1 
fathers' feelings about mending 
--dislikes mending 8 h 
change in time spent with children 
--spends more time 10 6 
change in activities with children 
--father plans new activities 1 h 
~~do more around the house 1 h 
--activities haven't changed 7 1 


fathers perceive as a major problem of single- 


parent fathers 
=-reorganization of household routines 
--spending enough time with the children 


continuing problems were 
-=~continuous demands and lack of time 


--concern that the children don't have 2 parents‘ 


a-concern of single-parent fathers 


--the children are missing a mother's love and 


perspective 
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Families grouped by the presence of relatives of either the father 
or mother or families with no relatives of either the father or 
the mother in the city. 


Relatives No relatives 
in the city in the city 
N = 13 Nee 

child supervision on longer father 

absences 

--relatives 6 ) 

child supervision during the evening 

=--adult friends and neighbours 6 1 

who purchases children's clothing now 

---father A 6 

mending task now done by 

--relatives 5 0 


the fathers! alternatives to caring for 
the children himself 
--no alternatives available or looked for Te 2 


initial problems of single-parent fathers 


--regaining emotional stability of the {4 2 
family 

satisfactions in being a single-parent 

father 

--the enjoyment of watching the children 6 0 


grow up and learn 


%* Because this group is so unequal in size--only categories having 


a difference of 5 cases have been included. 
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